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These Considerations 


O ALL APPEARANCES the cataclysms that were expected to 

ensue with the solar eclipse of August 1999 and the following 

tight grouping of May 2000—the eclipse identified by Nostra- 

damus, the May grouping by Dionysius Exiguus in the 6" cen- 
tury; both predicting Doomsday'—failed to occur. There were earth- 
quakes and the bursting of the e.com Stock Market bubble to be sure, but 
unpleasant though these were they did not fit with what had been fore- 
cast. It was all rather puzzling. Now the brilliant French researcher 
Nicole Girard reminds us that the affects of an eclipse can manifest 
themselves anytime within the same number of years as the hours that 
the Sun was overshadowed. The solar eclipse of 11" August 1999 lasted 
2 hours 5 minutes. Translated, this becomes 2 years 1 month. Adding 
this period to the date of the eclipse, we obtain a date that has become 
infamous: 11" September 2001, the day on which for many—even those 
living in places far distant from New York City—the world distinctly 
lurched off in a frightening new direction. 

Irrespective of whether the head of the new U. S. Homeland Security 
department agrees, not all Muslims are terrorists. I discuss the astrologi- 
cal background of the religion and its founder, beginning on page 56. 

On a more positive side, we have Prier Wintle’s description of how 
some of life’s obvious failures have banded together to make a home for 
themselves in Cape Town. Prier discusses how this happened and gives 
the charts of the people involved. 

Friedrich Nietzsche, the German philosopher, some of whose ideas 
greatly stimulated the Nazis, is Doug Smith’s subject. He concentrates 
on the period when Nietzsche and composer Richard Wagner (the subject 
of Doug’s previous essay) were constant companions. 

There is a new heredity research project. See pages 11-18 for details. 

Grazia Bordoni tells us about the horoscopes of two of her past stu- 
dents, who were fated to live very different lives. 

Patrice Guinard continues his Manifesto, discussing the animosity 
of historians against astrology and how recent fads within our subject 
play directly into the hands of unsympathetic sociologists. 

There’s a short piece by Thomas Hardy. The poet and novelist’s 
meaning of a natal new moon is a tad different from what is given in 
your favorite textbook. 

Finally, we include a couple of horaries, insightfully resolved by ex- 
perts Ruth Baker and Elaine Krengel. 

—Enjoy! 


* See http:/Avww.calendarsign.ric.at/en/topics/tum_of eral/ and .../turn_of_era2 
to read Sepp Rothwangl’s evidence for why the year 2000 came to be dated as it 
is, and about the involvement of Dionysius Exiguus. 


Further Research on 
the Influence of Solar Eclipses 
on Earthquakes & Other Major Events 


NICOLE GIRARD 


N A PREVIOUS article’ I demonstrated that strong earthquakes 
occur when the transiting © again aspects the same planets that 
it aspected in the previous eclipse. Since the Solar Eclipse of 
14" December 2001, the media has reported three major earth- 
quakes: the first was in Turkey and the other two occurred in Afghani- 
stan. We will see if my earlier findings are confirmed. 


° 


Figure 1: Solar Eclipse 
8:51:53 PM UT, 14" December 2001 
Earthquake epicenter in Turkey: 38N07, 30E54 


The Turkey earthquake occurred near Ankara at 7:11 AM UT on 3 
February 2002. Magnitude 6.2. Forty-five people were killed and hun- 
dreds of homes were destroyed. 


‘ “Eclipses & Earthquakes” in Considerations XVI: 1, pp. 3-16. 
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At the time of this earthquake, we again find that planets aspected by 
the © during the previous eclipse are again in aspect. 


Eclipse Earthquake 
Ook O*e 
Oxx Ook 
Oe Oars 
Ou¢ Oo$ 


Figure 2: Earthquake in Turkey 
7:11 AM UT, 3 February 2002 
38N07, 30E5S4 


By inspecting an ephemeris, it was possible to list when the © would 
again aspect the planets it had aspected in the prior eclipse, this in turn 
made it possible to forecast that this would be an earthquake period. As 
confirmation, although not reported in the French media, there were two 
other large earthquakes during this same period, both registering 6 on the 
Richter scale. One occurred on 28" January in the Kouriles Islands, and 
the other on 1* February close to Fiji. 

The first of the Afghan earthquakes occurred on 3“ March 2002 at 
12:08 PM UT, epicenter 36°11’ N, 70° 30° E. Its magnitude was 6.6, 
and it caused the deaths of 150 people. The chart for this time is shown 
at Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Earthquake in Afghanistan 
12:08 PM UT, 3 March 2002 
36N11, 70E30 


Again, we observe the transit O aspecting planets it had aspected at 
the time of the prior eclipse. 


Eclipse Earthquake 
OcP Ook 
Ox . 
Ors Ous 
Ouo¢ Ovg 


There is no aspect by the transit O to ¥ at the time of this earthquake, 
the 17° difference between this pair is much too large. However, transit 
X is very close to the Descendant, setting at the time of the earthquake. 

Figure 4 illustrates the second powerful earthquake that occurred in 
Afghanistan at 2:56 PM UT on 25" March. Although of a smaller mag- 
nitude on the Richter scale (6.1) than the earlier 6.6 quake of 3° March, 
this one occurred just 8 km below the surface of the Earth, which may 
explain its greater destructive power: at least 1,000 people were killed 
and the town of Nahrin was totally destroyed. 

In this instance, the proposed method for identifying earthquakes, 
based on the ©’s aspects in the prior eclipse, fails. This may be due to 
the quake’s weak magnitude. Even so, 9, the Ascendant ruler, is perched 
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very exactly on the Descendant, about to set. This may act as a counter- 
balance to the previous 3° March earthquake. 


Figure 4: Second Earthquake in Afghanistan 
2:56 PM UT, 25 March 2002 
35N36, 69E06 


Further examination of this 25" March chart shows the ) at 20° 14” Q 
opposing X, and squaring o” at 16° 51° 8. This of course reminds us of 
the chart for the 11" August 1999 earthquake in Turkey, at which time 
both the © and ) were placed at 18° © from which position they op- 
posed X, and squared of at 16° 51’ 8. 

Why so much violence (war and earthquakes) in Afghanistan? The 
astrological cause is doubtless the 11" August 1999 solar eclipse. Even 
though the totality path passed to the south of Afghanistan, crossing di- 
rectly from Iran into Pakistan, Afghanistan did experience a lengthy par- 
tial eclipse, one of 70% obscurity. This began at 11:05 AM UT, near the 
town of Banu, and ended there at 1:10 PM UT. The elapsed time during 
which that part of the country was under the eclipse shadow was 2 hours 
5 minutes; please refer to the eclipse map at Figure 5. 
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Figure 5: Times when the 11 August 1999 Partial Eclipse 
began and ended in different parts of Afghanistan. 


According to Ptolemy”, a solar eclipse will continue to be operative 
for as many years as its duration is in hours. This says that in Afghani- 


 Tetrabiblos 1.6 
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stan the 11 August 1999 solar eclipse that lasted 2 hours 5 minutes will 
operate for 2 years and one month. 

11 August 1999 plus 2 Years 1 month = 11 September 2001 !! 

At Kabul the eclipse began at 11:06 and ended at 13:12, lasting 2 
hours 6 minutes, which points to 17" September 2001. 

At Kandahar it lasted a little longer, starting also at 11:06 but remain- 
ing visible until 13:17, for a duration of 2 hour 11 minutes. 2 hours 11 
minutes is associated with 2 years 2 months and 6 days, which takes us 
to 17 October 2001. 

The war against the Taliban began between these two dates, on 7” 
October 2001, on which day the true Lunar Q at 0° 12’ @ were transiting 
the 0° 11° @ position of the O in the previous solar eclipse, that of 21 
June 2001. 


ET’S return to the earthquake of 25" March 2002, and relocate 
the eclipse of 11 August 1999 to the place of this eclipse, see 
Figure 6. 


Figure 6: August 1999 Eclipse relocated 
to the site of 25 March 2002 Earthquake 
11:03:05 AM UT, 11 August 1999; 35N36, 69E06 


The position of the true & which is not shown in Figure 6, is 27° ~, 
exactly conjunct the relocated Ascendant—the karma is mature. 
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o& at 16° 50’ Th is the most elevated planet. o symbolizes war and 
dryness, it closely opposes %, and rules the IC (the earth, soil). 

During this August 1999 eclipse the Ascendant will move into 6. At 
1:03 PM UT o’ arrives at the 16°53’ Tl MC, where it opposes % at 16° 
53’ © at the IC. The meaning of this eclipse then becomes clear: war is 
indicated by the o placement at the MC, earthquakes by »’s at the IC. 

When will the effects of this eclipse manifest themselves? The 
eclipse is nearer to the relocated Descendant than it is to the MC, so the 
promised events will come later rather than sooner. Ptolemy wrote: 
“...in the third period of four months and maximum intensity in the last 
third of the total time of the events.” * 

This indicated period takes us to the war, which began with 9/11, ex- 
actly two years and one month after this August 1999 eclipse. 

The timing of the 25 March 2002 earthquake appears to depend on o’, 
which was at 16° 51° Tl at the August 1999 eclipse. It has circled the 
Zodiac 1% times and come to exact oppose its 1999 place on 25 March 
2002, at which time it is conjunct the August 1999 eclipse position of ». 

We thus find the following 0’ positions: 


Date Event Oposition 
7/17/1973 | Republic of Afghanistan 16° 10° T 
8/11/1999 | Solar Eclipse 16°51° Mm 
9/11/2001 | World Trade Center 1°26 6 
10/7/2001 | War against Taliban 16°44 6 

3/3/2002 | Earthquake 1°20°S 
3/25/2002 | Earthquake 16° 51'S 


After waiting two years, the great eclipse 


of August 1999 
caused events tn the Lana tt obscured. 


> Ibid. 


No Moon, No Man 


THOMAS HARDY 


*...Tis a sad thing for ye, Christian. How’st know the women won’t 
hae thee?’ 

‘I’ve asked ‘em.’ 

“Sure I should never have thought you had the face. Well, and what 
did the last one say to ye? Nothing that can’t be got over, perhaps, after 
all?’ 

* “Get out of my sight, you slack-twisted, slim-looking maphrotight 
fool,” was the woman’s words to me.’ 

‘Not encouraging, I own,’ said Fairway. ‘ “Get out of my sight, you 
slack-twisted, slim-looking maphrotight fool,” is rather a hard way of 
saying, No. But even that might be overcome by time and patience, so as 
to let a few grey hairs show themselves in the hussy’s head. How old be 
you, Christian?’ 

‘Thirty-one last tatie-digging, Mister Fairway.’ 

‘Not a boy—not a boy. Still there’s hope yet.’ 

‘That’s my age by baptism, because that’s put down in the great book 
of the Judgment that they keep in the church vestry; but mother told me I 
was born some time afore I was christened.” 

“AhY’ 

‘But she couldn’t tell when, to save her life, except that there was no 
moon.’ 

‘No moon: that’s bad. Hey, neighbours, that’s bad for him!’ 

“Yes, ‘tis bad,’ said Grandfer Cantle, shaking his head. 

‘Mother know’d ‘twas no moon, for she asked another woman that 
had an almanac, as she did whenever a boy was born to her, because of 
the saying “No moon, no man,” which made her afeard every man-child 
she had. Do you really think it serious, Mister Fairway, that there was no 
moon?’ 

“Yes; “No moon, no man.” ‘Tis one of the truest sayings ever spit 
out. The boy never comes to anything that’s born at new moon. A bad 
job for thee, Christian, that you should have showed your nose then of all 
days in the month.’ 

‘I suppose the moon was terrible full when you were born?’ said 
Christian, with a look of hopeless admiration at Fairway. 

“Well, ‘a was not new,’ Mr Fairway replied, with a disinterested gaze. 


—The Return of the Native, Book First, III 
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The Astrological Heredity 
Research Project 


Scrutinizing astrological 
correlations within families 


Didier Castille 
Mireille Martini 
R. Ramakrishnan 


promising field. Some results have already been found, and a 

G 19 great deal of good quality research material, i.e. family birth 
WS) data, is simply waiting to be exploited to reveal its secrets. 

Our aim is to carry out new and wide-scale research about astrologi- 
cal hereditary correlations. We feel that the very important possibilities 
offered in this respect by computer technology have never been used so 
far with the precise aim of carrying on astrological hereditary research 
on a large scale. The communication possibilities offered by the Internet 
technology are also important to facilitate the research work we have 
embarked upon. 

Carrying on research on astrological heredity is an exciting and wide 
project. We are hanging our lantern up expecting other lights to come 
and join ours. We already have developed the project up to a certain 
point and are now expecting it could integrate new contributions, other 
experiments, knowledge, research capabilities and testimonies. 
We think that times are appropriate for an international research- 
ers group to emerge and to work on this project with a common 
objective, in a stimulating, friendly and co-operative spirit. The 
more energy and capability concentrates on a project, the better 
the results. We are therefore seeking to enlarge our circle. 


East meets West 

Mireille Martini and Didier Castille both collaborate with the group 
RAMS'. One year ago, they started to focus on the astrological heredity 
links by collecting birth data and by investigating the data according to a 
probabilistic model. The idea was to identify possible astrological ef- 


" Research in Astrology via Methods of Science. This Paris-based organization 
promotes the application of formal research methods for the substantiation and 
refinement of astrology. 
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fects and then using statistical methods to measure how the results ob- 
served in reality deviate from a theoretical model. By promoting their 
probabilistic model, they intend to establish scientifically that astrology 
is sound and relies on effective schemes. They also intend to help its 
recognition by academics. 

R. Ramakrishnan is a systems analyst and software developer. He has 
taken to astrological research for about 10 years and since 1997, this has 
become a full time pursuit. He published elaborate studies about mar- 
riages and births for which he computed a large sample of genealogical 
data. His research attempts to design a mathematical procedure to ac- 
count for the birth of children and their gender, from the chart of a par- 
ent. R. Ramakrishnan is therefore working on establishing a determinis- 
tic model in order to further astrological techniques, particularly those 
linked to the philosophical perspectives of astrology. 

Both angles of approach are different, yet complementary. The re- 
search material used is of the same nature and we share the same quest 
for the truth. We are quite happy to have both research angles available 
within our group, as well as a representation of both the western and the 
eastern astrological systems. This gives our ambition a quite rich re- 
search potential. 

Astrology is a dynamic field of knowledge. From its beginnings mil- 
lenniums ago to nowadays, it has progressed a lot and we think it could 
progress much more. Be it interpretation or prediction, astrology pro- 
ceeds, in its very nature, by generalization. That is why we feel it is le- 
gitimate to use statistics and mathematical procedures to investigate and 
widen astrology. We wish to explore, without a priori, and put forward 
results for the astrological community to use, if it so wishes, in which- 
ever way it wants to use them. Of course, we are looking forward to 
finding significant results that will raise the interest of the academic 
world, and the credit of astrology. We are convinced that this could have 
a serious impact on the vitality of astrology in terms of it being better 
considered by both the general public and the academic world. 


Some promising results show the way 
Heredity is a relevant research criterion for those who want to inves- 
tigate astrology, for three main reasons: 

e The observed variable, the hereditary link, is totally objective; 

e A ccertain amount of astrological research in this field has already 
produced some results and deserves to be pursued (Choisnard, 
Gauquelin, Sachs, Brady, R-Ramakrishnan, Castille...); 

¢ Official and reliable information sources exist and are available. 


We show below some of the results we have already obtained from 
the data samples that we have: 
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Testing certain correlations 
from our probabilistic approach 


Aspects between Suns in married couples 


The histograms below show the breakdown of millions of married 
people according to the aspects formed by the spouses’ suns. 


35% 3.5% 

2.5% 2.5% 

1.5% 1.5% 

0.5% 0.5% wa L 
-0,5% -0,5% “F a r 
“18% s —— in ie “lee 8 — in ae 


Deviation to the mean %, left=real, right=random 


Couples formed by people celebrating their birthday 60 days or less apart 
are significantly more numerous than others. 


Aspects between Suns between Father and Child 


The histograms below show the breakdown of millions of children ac- 
cording to the aspects formed by their sun and their father’s sun. 


35% 35% 

2.5% 2.5% 

1,5% 1,5% 

05% 0.5% 
-0,5% -0,5% a tt 
-1,5% 


i -1,5% i 
aspects in degrees ' aspects in degrees 
o ge e ee E 


Deviation to the mean %, left=real, right=random 
Father-Child pairs formed by people celebrating their birthday 70 days or 


less apart are significantly more numerous than others. These results are 
much more intriguing than those obtained with weddings. 
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Investigation tracks from our probabilistic approach 
Planetary concentrations within families: 

This graph represents 4 charts from people from the same family. 
The planetary and houses concentrations are very surprising (H-T, end 
of II, end of 2, 7). At first sight, it seems that such concentrations are 
not rare in families and it deserves to be studied. That is one of our re- 
search objectives. 


& Father @ bbther © Daughter A Son 


The basis of our deterministic approach 

The deterministic model for computing the birth dates of children and 
their gender from a parent’s chart is based on the idea that every celestial 
body is endowed with a child giving potential depending upon its posi- 
tion in the natal chart and its resultant attributes. They collectively give 
children commensurate with their respective potentials that can be re- 
duced to a time scale based on planetary operating periods. After giving 
a child, every celestial body loses a measure of its potential, the measure 
of reduction too being a function of its natal position. When the residual 
potential goes below a threshold level the celestial no longer participates 
in a child giving exercise. This idea can be pictorially represented as 
below: 
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Py Py Py 
Ps P Pa 
P: Ps P. 
Py Py Py 
i) Ps QD Ps RD Ps 
Ps Ps Ps 
Py P; P> 
Py Py Py 
Py Ps Ps 


Child 1: PERSP © — 2: BYIPSPYPYIPS 3: Nolmiorelehlaren 


P,, P2... represent the celestial entities considered for the research exercise. 


The development of this model involves the following steps: 

e Identify and catalogue the planetary placements that have been 
instrumental in making a child-giving event happen and assign 
appropriate numeric strengths to them. There are a very large 
number of possible planetary placements and combinations that 
need to be catalogued this way. 

e Devise a standard processing sequence that checks every chart 
and corresponds the actual event with the planetary combination 
on the operating period calendar, and then attempts to arrive at 
this combination independently based on the numeric strengths 
assigned to the catalogued combinations. 

e Adjust potential assignments wherever necessary and make sure 
that such adjustments do not in any way modify event deriva- 
tions for charts that have already been processed with the un- 
adjusted potentials. 


A similar model is used for determining birth of siblings and their 
gender. For determining the birth of parents, a modified and simplified 
procedure as the one above is used. 

The deterministic model also has a statistical component where in the 
light of the findings based on actual happenings, the textual edicts are 
validated in terms of the number occurrences of each combination that 
result in a fruitful event. 


Computing general rules in our deterministic approach 

Of the nine entities—the O to Ketu (@3 in the Vedic terminology), as- 
trological texts ascribe to 4 the highest potential to bestow children and 
it is designated as the significator of children. o on the other hand, is 
ascribed the least potential and is also said to inhibit the potential of 
other planets to bestow children. These are obviously general rules that 
are subject to many other positional influences. This general pattern 
however, should be discernable if one were to count the number of times 
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that each of the nine entities occurs in an event producing combination. 
The table below gives these numbers for 777 ‘events’ computed so far. 


Occurrence in a child giving planetary sequence 
(No. of children analysed : 777 ) 


Planet As initiator or giver As giver In any 
Number % Number % position 
[o) 52 6.69 27 3.47 179 
» 71 9.14 73 9.40 221 
fof 35 4.50 44 5.66 180 
g 102 13.13 120 15.44 312 
y 133 17.12 100 12.87 332 
g 90 11.58 132 16.99 343 
% 719 10.17 137 17.63 321 
Q 177 22.78 88 11.33 362 
8 38 4.89 56 7.21 200 
Our Action plan 
Building a documentary fund describing all types of research docu- 
ments dealing with astrological heredity. Scientific documents and 


astrologers’ points of view would also be welcome. We also wish to ex- 
change ideas, recommendations and experience. 

Collecting information about international databases that could feed 
our research program. We have the possibility of a special access to 
French civil status files concerning millions of births that occurred be- 
tween 1976 and 2000, providing dates of birth for parents and child. 
Such files exist in Switzerland, Canada and possibly in other countries, 
and are of great interest for our research. We also have available the re- 
sults of a French family survey which provides the dates of birth for par- 
ents and all their children, for a 280.000 people sample. 

Building a genealogical base gathering birth data for people and 
their family. We already organized a data collection phase and we now 
hold 2.000 individual data. We consider that our sample size must reach 
a minimum of 10.000 individuals. Therefore, the collection phase has to 
be pursued. The work consists in: 


e Encouraging people, astrologers or not, to provide genealogical 
trees (see appendix). Genealogists associations could be con- 
tacted to get some input; 

e Guaranteeing the coherence and good quality of the base by 
creating a global codification scheme that can take any kind of 
family links into account during the computing phase and by 
controlling the origin of the data provided; 
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e Ensuring the transparency of our work by making the data- 
base available to anyone in an anonymous version. 

e Publishing and promoting our research results in a regular pub- 
lication, on a website or in some friendly reviews. 

¢ Promoting our results in academic circles, i.e. raising the inter- 
est of some academics and gaining a presence in scientific re- 
views, participating in seminars, etc. 


Appendix - Example of information needed 


The genealogical tree 


| William | 
Mother 


The couple is formed by Peter and Kate. They have 2 children (Kath- 
leen and Denis). Peter is Douglas and Alice’s son, Ray is his brother and 
Susan is his sister. Kate is Georges and Diana’s daughter, Debra is her 
sister, William and Andrew are her brothers. 


Name | First | Sex Date of birth Birthplace 


name day| month | year | hour Town Country 


Green | Peter 27] 03 1971 London UK 
O'Neill | Kate 15 07 1973 Chicago _| Illinois 
Green | Kathleen 12 12 1996 Ramsgate [UK 
Green _|Dennis 13 ol 1998 Ramsgate |UK 


31 05 1945 Southampton | UK 
05 02 1947 Liverpool |UK 
04 1974 London UK 
21 07 1976 London UK 


Green | Douglas 
Clark | Alice 
Green |Ray 
Green| Susan 


01 01 1950 Dallas Texas 
12 08 1951 Los Angeles | Calif. 
09 11 1971 Chicago Illinois 
18 03 1977 Chicago Illinois 
07 1l 1980 Chicago Illinois 


O'Neill | Georges 
Bradley |Diana 
O'Neil |Debra 
O'Neil | William 
O'Neil | Andrew 


Pern elpe neler ne 
ay 
a 


17 


The Astrological Heredity Research Project 


How to contact us 

Please feel free to contact us at one of the addresses below, if you want 
to know more about the project, or if you are considering joining our 
group or co-operating in any way: 


Didier Castille didier.castille@wanadoo fr 
40, rue Fourmentel 59800 Lille France 


R.Ramakrishnan ramastro@satyam.net.in 
3 Umanagar, Begumpet, Hyderabad 500016, 
India 


Mireille Martini m.martini@cdcixis.com 
74, rue Fondary 75015 Paris France 
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Down but Not Out in Cape Town 


PRIER WINTLE 


1y4a48 OULD YOU KNOW how to organize a charity—a charity for 
yourself and your friends—and get it really going and working 
with money coming in from collection tins and have businesses 
7X) donating beds, fridges and a microwave oven? I have been 
watching it happen here over recent months, at first with skepticism, then 
misgivings, then amazement, and finally admiration. But let me first 
give you some background. 

Ten years ago, I suffered a depression breakdown. It took me to a 
psychiatric hospital in 1990 (four admissions in that year totaling six 
months in all), again in 1991 (two admissions, four months) and subse- 
quent short stays in 1992 and 1994, so that I have spent in all, one year of 
my life as a mental patient. Subsequently I have become a member of a 
psychosocial rehabilitation center for ex-mental patients called Fountain 
House, a cousin of Fountain House in New York, where the idea started. 
Patients discharged from mental hospital there who were unable to get 
jobs and were living on the streets managed to get hold of a house with a 
fountain in its yard and worked together to get it together. They had met 
‘til then on library steps or in laundromats and now they encouraged each 
other to come and clean the place up, pool resources, and get enough 
food to live on and enough understanding companionship to rebuild mo- 
rale. If any member got a job and lost it within a week, no one blamed 
him or her. That was the name of the game. One just did what one 
could. Donations and interest from the psychiatric profession have made 
Fountain House, New York a thriving organization and an example to the 
world today. 

Of course, it's not all rosy, even so. Where mental illness is con- 
cerned, it never is. Yesterday at Fountain House, Cape Town I heard one 
member ask another whether Hylton was still in hospital. Before his 
breakdown Hylton was a chef and he had very efficiently taken charge of 
the kitchen at the club. "Did he have another breakdown?” I asked, and 
was told: "He jumped out of a second floor window.” He wasn't killed 
but he had smashed both his feet. The suicidal impulse can be terribly 
strong, overriding everything else. My first longish stay in hospital was 
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in Johannesburg where I was in the suicide and depression ward. Of 26 
people I met there, 22 had tried to commit suicide. I felt almost ashamed 
to be one of those who hadn't, though I had considered it. And Hylton 
was a strong Christian, always thanking God for everything. 

The relevance of all this to the theme of this article is roundabout and 
yet direct as well. 
Figure 1: House offer made 

12:23 PM EET (10:23 AM UT), 30™ November 1998 
Cape Town: 33855, 18E22 


At the end of last year (1998) I moved house. A social and employ- 
ment problem in the New South Africa has been precipitated by an influx 
of Africans from many other African states—Nigeria, Angola, Malawi 
and others—into South Africa seeking work. A colony of eighty or more 
had taken over eight houses in the street at the back of where I lived and 
were making the most appalling noise with drums and amplified radios 
throughout the day and night. Pleadings and complaints were useless. I 
had to wear earplugs all the time. So, at 12:23 PM on 30” November 
1998, Cape Town, I signed an offer for another house. (H rising with 4 
in the 1* house and © ¢ P in ~ at the MC.) I could not afford to take 
transfer at once and was too old (74 years) to be eligible for a mortgage 
bond but at 11:55 AM on the 8" December, it was arranged that a Rasta- 
farian African who had been renting the house I had signed for would 
move to my old house, at the same rent, and I should rent this one, again 
at the same rent. So, we swapped houses on 30 December 1998. 
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For a while, it seemed to be working all right, but appearances were 
deceptive. I should have been warned. ¥ in his own sign # is the ulti- 
mate dispositor of all else in both the house offer and exchange agree- 
ment charts. He is on the 12" house cusp in both, directly disposing of ¥. 
Unknown to me the Rastafarian was a drug dealer and my old neighbors 
rapidly began complaining of cars drawing up and hooting at two and 
three in the morning, wanting to do business with him. The police raided 
the house on 1* February, bringing dogs to sniff out the drugs, pulling off 
the skirting boards, climbing on the roof and generally creating chaos. 
The entire street turned out to watch as he was led out, handcuffed. I 
returned to a house that was a shambles. There used to be a creeper at 
the front but that had been pulled down, bringing down the fascia board 
for the guttering with it. There were holes in the walls, the toilet seat 
was gone, the bathroom windows were broken off and lying outside in 
the yard, and the TV aerial on the roof was gone. To make matters 
worse a series of the Rastafarian’s friends kept making threatening phone 
calls, telling me I had better listen, and they eventually raided and tore 
down some of the guttering at the front of my new home. 


Figure 2: Agree to house exchange 
11:55 AM EET (9:55 AM UT), 8 December 1998; Cape Town 


I put all this down to B on the Midheaven in both charts. His mere 
presence there is enough. 
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The question of course was, what to do now? If my old house was 
left unoccupied for more than about a day it would be burglarized and 
stripped of bath, toilet, hand basin, light fittings and left a mere shell. 


Figure 3: Irene 
Time unknown (sunrise shown), 14% November 1955; Cape Town 


To prevent that was the first priority. A friend in 
the same street assisted. Her sister, who is 
schizophrenic, boarded with her but had to sleep on 
a couch in the sitting room as my friend has two 

daughters and there was no vacant bedroom available. She would act as 
caretaker at the house, having her own bedroom there, but continue to eat 
meals with my friend. She moved in on 2" February and is still there. I 
don't have any birth time, but her birth date is 14" November 1945 in 
Cape Town. It is a Bucket-type chart with the ) as handle. The ) 
squares § ° X, with § in detriment in ~, which is quite a characteristic 
feature of mental disorder charts. 

The next person to move into the old house, toward the end of Febru- 
ary, was Beryl, a friend of my neighbor Cathi, whose sister Irene was 
already in occupation. She was rather desperately looking for a place to 
stay as she had been told to leave, or voluntarily vacated, a series of 
rooms she had rented and had come away from the last one with the 
owner's dog to which she had become very attached. Snuffles was very 
attached to her too and his owner had been prepared to let him go in or- 
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der to be rid of Beryl. But not every new landlord was prepared to ac- 
cept her, plus dog. 


Figure 4: Beryl 
1 AM EST 1* January 1962; Cape Town 


Beryl was born on 1* January 1962 in the 
maternity wing of Tygeberg Hospital, Bellville, a 
suburb of Cape Town. She was featured in the 
Cape Times as the first baby of 1962. I have estimated the birth time as 
1:00 AM. I have no doubt from her sunny smile and general charisma 
that = is the correct rising sign, but it could have been a little earlier or 
later. However, at Cape Town's latitude, = only takes 42 minutes to 
traverse the Ascendant so the birth time cannot have been more than half 
an hour earlier or ten minutes later. I believe that the chart as shown is 
close to being exact. All that I knew about Beryl when Cathi suggested 
her as a tenant to me, plus her dog, was that she was prepared to pay rent 
for aroom. Over the months since she and Snuffles moved in, I have 
come to know quite a bit more. 

Beryl is an epileptic who has had three operations for a tumor on the 
brain. She needs a fourth operation but, although she suffers from con- 
tinuous severe migraine headaches, keeps dragging her feet about mak- 
ing the appointment for it.’ In the meantime, she is subject to unpredict- 


* Beryl has recently given me more details of her brain operation history. 
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able and sometimes violent moods. When she fell out with her last land- 
lord she threatened to go for him with a knife, and then she did just that, 
stabbing him in the face—one of the principal reasons why he was pre- 
pared to let her take his dog with her when she left. 

She also ran up a debt of 3,000 Rand in rent with a previous trusting 
landlord. He too felt it was wisest simply to let her leave rather than risk 
a confrontation with her. And she has been arrested for shoplifting at the 
local department store. Cathi got her off that time by interceding for her, 
pleading that she was an ex-Valkenberg psychiatric hospital patient, and 
she was released with a warning not to enter the store again. Yet, she is 
an attractive woman with a smile guaranteed to charm the hardest heart, 
though this too has brought attendant troubles. She spends a good deal 
of her time simply lying in bed (a trait I have encountered fairly fre- 
quently among = rising people) but she is also visited fairly often by 
different admirers. On one occasion, too, she was abducted by a man in 
a car who took her to a place with bushes and raped her. She was injured 
quite severely and had to be looked after by a friend for several months 
thereafter. Yet, it is typical that she has now fallen out with this friend 
and threatens to stab her with a knife! She relies on being readmitted to 
Valkenberg hospital should she cause serious injury or death. 

She and her dog are still in my former house. Rent is invariably late 
but usually made up eventually. While it is, I prefer to let sleeping dogs 
lie. 

The chart is quite a striking one (no pun intended). It is a splay-type 
with the planets dispersed in three separate jagged bundles. % in @ (and 
exalted in the rising sign) is the ultimate dispositor of everything in the 
figure and he is placed in the 4" house, close to its (equal house) cusp in 
an tight but dissociate square to the ) in her fall in TM (in the Via Com- 
busta) and an equally close dissociate quincunx to ¥. He has no other 
aspects save an contraparallel with P and a weak square to the Ascen- 
dant. 4 is closely  P and o ¥, which in turn is 4 MC. This combination, 


She has had four operations. The first was to remove a tumor that was about 
to burst. It was removed but there was still fluid at the site and the second was 
to insert a tube to drain off this fluid from the cyst. A third operation was after 
her husband beat her up and gave her a brain hemorrhage. He always went for 
her head. Finally, a fourth followed a car accident in which her head was split 
open. She feels she must have a strong head! 

She has been married three times, the first time when she was only sixteen. 
She has a daughter, now in her twenties, by that husband. He disappeared and 
never paid any maintenance so the daughter feels that he died, that she never had 
a father. 

Beryl needs to have a brain scan before her next operation and her doctor 
wants her to have this but there is a long waiting list, even for that. I encourage 
her at least to get onto the list. 
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with ¥ ruling the 6° house from the 1", may well point to that persis- 
tently growing (4) but hidden brain tumor. The 3“ house conjunction in 
@ of & with the chart ruler 2 is another pointer. 

Somehow Beryl survives and copes. Most of the time, she is a 
charming person to meet with and talk to. There are two strong Fans in 
her chart: The first involves X, the ) and the 2 o o’, with the ) at the 
midpoint, sextiling both ends. The second is between P, ¥, and the ©, 
this time with ¥ at the fulcrum. These formations defuse or smooth over 
the underlying ominous indications, which of course are always present. 
One wonders how long she/they will manage it. With the ) ruling the 
Midheaven, within orbs of conjoining the Ascendant, and closely squar- 
ing—but separating from—the ultimate chart dispositor, , the long-term 
outlook is not good. 


Figure 5: Should I let rooms to my friends? 
11:23 AM (9:23 AM UT), 2™ April, 1999; Cape Town 


This was how things stayed throughout March and into April. I was 
trying to sell the house (actually it is two semi-detached houses which I 
had made into one, using one to live in and the other as my piano repair 
workshop), but it isn't easy to sell houses now in South Africa. So many 
white people are leaving that about every fifth or sixth house in the for- 
merly white areas is for sale and prices are steadily falling. Since my 
two were in an area zoned for commercial uses I had hoped a business 
would buy them; but none did, as they have no off-street parking. 
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On 2™ April I cast a horary asking if I should deliberately let rooms to 
my schizophrenic friends from the hospital and Fountain House. Foun- 
tain House itself owns two semi-detached houses where rooms are let to 
members, but the maximum number who can stay there is ten, two peo- 
ple sharing the larger rooms and one in each of two tiny ones. There is a 
waiting list of sixty or seventy people for vacancies. 

This horary has § the ruler (representing myself) at the MC in sextile 
to Q, strong in 8 but in the 12", clearly illustrating the type of idea I had 
in mind. (Q rules the 5", signifying income from the house.) However, & 
is in detriment in }{ and squares the 7" house ®, which is a warning that 
relationships could go wrong. The warning is all the more serious since 
¥ also rules the 4" house. Tenants might well have difficulty in paying 
since the ) rules the 2" house (my finances) from the Via Combusta and 
is void of course. Nevertheless, I decided to go ahead, experimentally 
anyway, based on the close © « (exact within 1°) in the 11", and their 
trine to E near the 7" cusp. It would certainly be an upheaval in relation- 
ships in my life, and possibly an interesting and beneficial one.” 

The first to move in were Margie and her boyfriend Albi. Margie 
spoke to me one day at lunch at Fountain House, asking if I knew of 
anywhere vacant, as she and Albi had been given 
notice at a flat where they were sleeping on a mattress 
in the kitchen. An inspector had ruled that the number 
of people in the flat was in contravention of health 
regulations and two had to leave. They moved in next 
day, in the 2 week of April, taking the large front 
room on the other side from Beryl, and that was how things remained for 
the next three months. There was still a small room vacant, correspond- 
ing to the one Irene occupied next to Beryl's room, but I made no particu- 
lar effort to find a tenant. The three women plus Margie's boyfriend 
seemed to be getting on well together and I was wary of 
taking in someone new who might upset the applecart. 
Moreover, I was still half hoping to sell the house. 
Beryl and Margie paid rent out of their disability grants. 
Albi has no grant. 

Then at the end of the first week of August, Margie 
and Albi came and told me they wanted to leave. They 
had the offer of a smaller room in the next suburb, Mowbray, which they 
said was cheaper. I suspect however, the real reason for their leaving 
was a difference with Beryl, for they didn't want to discuss a change in 
the rent. They left two weeks later. I am not including their charts here, 


oy, 


? Orthodox Horary practitioners will be tearing their hair at this interpretation 
of my horary chart, but this is how I read horaries. 
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as they did not become permanent members of my Grant Street commu- 
nity. 

The winds of change had actually begun to blow just before they 
came and said they would be leaving. 

Early on Monday, 26" July, a couple called and asked if there was a 
room to let where I was, i.e., at my new house. I said No, but that there 
was a smallish room vacant at the other house. They had no jobs (it's 
very difficult for a white person who loses a job in South Africa at the 
present time to find another because the government has an "Affirmative 
Action" policy which stipulates that Africans must receive first offer) 
and were living at a backpacker's establishment where they paid rent by 
the night and slept on a mattress on the floor of a small room in which 
three people slept on bunk beds on one side and two on the other. All the 
other rooms in the house were similarly occupied. There was only one 
bathroom and two toilets. Presumably, the health regulation inspector 
turned a blind eye to it. They lived by begging. 

I suggested they should go down and look at the vacant room at the 
other house and, after they had left, I cast a horary (9:15 AM EET, 26” 
July 1999, Cape Town) to ask if I should accept them as lodgers. The 
Ascendant was 1° 02’ TI, with ¥ and 4 mutually separating from a 
square. Sure enough, the couple never went to see the room. 


Figure 6: Trustingly hands over keys 
9:35 AM EET (7:35 AM UT), 29" July 1999; Cape Town 


Two days later, another young woman called and asked if I had a 
room to let to her and her boyfriend. This time I arranged to meet them 
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personally at the other house the next morning, and they both turned up. 
They liked the look of the room but said they couldn't pay any rent 'till 
Saturday. (It was then Thursday.) Nevertheless, they would like to 
move in next day. I trusted them and gave them a front door key and a 
key to the room. And that was the last I ever saw of them. It cost me 70 
Rand to get a new room key and to change the lock on the front door and 
give new keys to my other lodgers. Figure 6 is the chart for when I trust- 
ingly handed over keys with no security. 12° 40° I] rises with a combust 
and retrograde % separating from the O, and both of these a part of a 
fixed grand cross involving o’, 4 and ¥. I should have known better; but 
they made a good impression on me, presumably because @ is within 
orbs of conjoining the Ascendant, and trines 4. The cadent ) separates 
from o X and applies too ». 


os 


S 


Figure 7: Hands keys to Nick & Cindy 
6 PM EET (4 PM UT), 11" August 1999; Cape Town 


In the meantime Nick and Cindy, the first couple from the back- 
packer's had called again on the 30" (Friday) to ask if the room was still 
available. I said No, as I imagined the other pair had taken it. When that 
all fell through I didn't initially contact them; preferring instead to lick 
my wounds. But then came Margie and Albi's notice on the 8” August, 
so on the moming of the 9 (Monday) I left a message at the back- 
packer's, asking Nick to contact me. Next day at lunchtime, I was sitting 
on the grass in the open piece of ground opposite the library, waiting for 
it to open, and he came up to me there. I told him the small room was 
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vacant and that the bigger one would be also be free in a fortnight. He 
asked if they could move in next day and I said yes, if they paid some 
rent in advance and give a deposit on the keys. He said they would. 

Next day, 11" August, was the day of the Solar eclipse, the one with 
the © and ) opposing ¥ and squaring an exact 0 ® %, just about as bad 
an augury for starting anything that would last as one could imagine. But 
there they were, with their belongings in a suitcase and plastic bags piled 
beside them, sitting on the ground outside my front door when I got 
home at 5:40 PM from a day working at a friend's piano workshop in 
Southfield. They said they only had 40 Rand between them, as they 
hadn't been able to get back money paid to the backpacker's. They didn't 
know what they would do if I said they couldn't move in. So, I gave 
them the keys at 6:00 PM precisely. 

It is difficult to imagine a worse chart. ¥ is rising in #*, 2° above the 
Ascendant, opposing the © and ) in 22 and squaring o in T, and % in 8, 
whose opposition exactly squares the Ascendant. I asked Kennet Gill- 
man, our editor, his opinion of the figure. "They'll probably just disap- 
pear", he said. But so far, they haven't. 

But actually there is something very interesting about the figure if you 
are prepared to look at it with an unorthodox eye. In past issues of Con- 
siderations I wrote about two hypothetical or quasi-hypothetical planets, 
one of which is Minos, whose position was calculated form perturbations 
of comets by the German astronomer Professor Kritzinger and published 
by him in 1961. The other, Hephaestos, which I myself suggested, for 
purely astrological reasons was in 12° 20° I in August 1924 and in 13° 
@ in 1990. At the time I gave Nick and Cindy the keys to the room at 10 
Grant Street, Minos was in 13° 30’ 4? and Hephaestos in 17° @. Thus, 
they formed a grand trine with o and the Midheaven of this inceptional 
chart, from the 2°* and 6" cusps. I regard this chart as exactly picturing 
the beginning of something that is proving to be quite remarkable. (Note 
that no similar angular formation was in Figure 6, for the time I gave the 
keys to the other couple). But let me proceed step by step. 

Initially Nick and Cindy just relaxed into what had become unfamiliar 
luxury for them. There was no furniture in the room save a single divan 
bed, but the mattress lifted off and the base was padded enough, so one 
slept on it and the other on the mattress on the floor. They had blankets. 
Cindy commented on the bath—so lovely and big, and the water so hot! 


* In giving this position of Minos I am following the data announced by Profes- 
sor Kritzinger in 1961 and published then in numerous astronomical and astro- 
logical journals. An ephemeris of the planet calculated by the astrono- 
mer/astrologer Larry Ely was published in Considerations some years ago, but 
gives different positions. 
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The rent was precisely what each of them separately had been paying 
at the backpacker's so they were twice as well off and able to afford to 
buy food. And gradually they acquired some furniture too—a chair and 
a cupboard—from a "bergie" (vagrant) who collected odd pieces here 
and there and trundled them around for sale in a trolley "borrowed" from 
a supermarket. 

Figure 8: Cindy 
2 PM EET (12 PM UT), 16" April 1959 
Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia: 17850, 31E03 


I gradually came to know them both quite well, quickly with Cindy, 
more slowly with Nick. 
Cindy was born on the 16" April 1959 in what was 
then Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia (now Harare, 
Zimbabwe) at 2:00 PM, see Figure 8. With the O in T 
and ¥ rising in £2 she is never short of ideas to try out. 
Quite early on, she suggested I should buy bunk beds 
for all the rooms 
in the house as in a backpacker's establishment. She 
would run it for me. I vetoed that particular suggestion, dreading the 
thought of the sort of people I would soon have to deal with. I am no 
business man. 
There is, however, a split in her nature, which is depicted by the close 
square between her © and the 12 house ), strong though the latter is in 
her own sign and with a close dissociate trine to 4 near the IC. Cindy 
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has spent time in Valkenberg psychiatric hospital, diagnosed as Bipolar 
(manic-depressive). Her feelings toward Nick are extraordinarily am- 
bivalent. On the one hand, she idolizes him, for he first saved her from 
being an alcoholic and he has now got her off dagga (marijuana). But 
there are times when she cannot bear him and cries with resentment at 
his authoritarianism and tight control over their combined money—%, her 
2" house ruler, is in the 8" (her money in his pocket) and it closely as- 
pects the tight T-cross involving her 1* house P and the 2 \. 

She recently told me some of her earlier life history. It made me real- 
ize how lucky she is in so many ways to be associated now with Nick. 
She left home in her teens and became an alcoholic, and later on was ad- 
dicted to drugs. She then spent five months as a hooker. Then she mar- 
ried and had a son, who died when he was four years old. The marriage 
broke up and she became a hooker again for eight months, but that led to 
a complete breakdown and she landed in Valkenberg hospital where she 
stayed for quite a long time. ) in the 12” has a lot to do with that, as 
does % in the 5" (her love life), ruling the 6" and closely opposing the 
fallen o’ in the 11". Nick met her just after she came out of hospital, dis- 
charged along with many, many other patients as the hospital was scaled 
down from 600 or 700 beds to only a little over a hundred. He took 
charge of her life. 

One problem she has that almost makes her weep with shame is be- 
cause of her Bipolar diagnosis she has to take a drug called Epilin. A 
side effect is that it has caused to become very fat. Previously the drug 
used for this condition was Lithium, which did not have that effect; but it 
is a harder drug to monitor because too low a dose has no beneficial ef- 
fect while one that is too high can be dangerous to life. So, patients have 
to take Epilin and get fat. 

Note that the chart is of the Seesaw-type (Marc Edmund Jones) with a 
spread of three planets in the lower hemisphere and seven in the upper. 
Such a shaping indicates a tendency to swing between different sets of 
interests, activities and feelings. While it does not always indicate a 
manic-depressive, it is appropriate for one who has that illness. 

Nick is a © } with # rising, and it is interesting that the grand trine 
involving Minos and Hephaestos in the chart for his picking up the keys 
to 10 Grant Street on the 11" August 1999 also very closely impacts his 
own 16° TIl MC, see Figure 9. 

He was born into a fairly well off family and for a time he himself 
owned and ran a fruit farm in the fertile stretch of land north of Cape 
Town, between the city and the dry Karoo uplands. A tornado put paid 
to that in May 1984, completely devastating his farm and most of the 
others around it. He was unable to both pay back money he owed his 
bank and to rebuild the shattered farm buildings, so had to vacate his 
holding. For a time he worked as a manager for various companies in 
Cape Town but these too eventually closed down or went bankrupt in the 
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recession that followed the change of government and he was effectively 
reduced to destitution. 


Figure 9: Nick 
4 AM EET (2 AM UT), 18 March 1948; Cape Town 


In Figure 9 there is a difficult T-cross, formed by the 2" house © ex- 
actly squaring \ in the 11", with the ) and ¥ opposing 4 from the 5™ 
cusp. 

I know less about Nick's health history than about 
Cindy's but at some time he suffered a back injury that 
has left him unable to lift or carry heavy objects. He 
always carries a stick with him, partly for support and 
partly for defense in case of attack in the street. It has a 
knife in the handle. Note the 6” house conjunction in Q 
of o%, » and P, which squares @ in the 3 in &. 

I know nothing of a mental problem in Nick's case but he does take an 
anti-depressant and Cindy suspects that he too is Bipolar as he can have 
wild outbursts of rage. This however is more a characteristic of a person 
with o ¢ * than an indication of a clinical mood swing problem. And 
Nick is capable of working consistently to develop an idea and work it 
up into something viable and profitable. 

Nick proposes organizing and developing both of the two semi- 
detached houses into an ongoing shelter for needy and semi-destitute 
people and for those with psychological, drug or alcohol dependence 
problems who need understanding support and companionship. To do 
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this effectively he would eventually have to register the houses officially 
in Pretoria as a charity. This would entitle him and the other residents to 
go out and collect money in labeled and sealed collection tins. Half of 
what was collected would go to the residents themselves, the other half 
for expenses such as rent, water, electricity and essential furnishings or 
cooking facilities, and for donations to other charities. 

In the case of most Pisceans such an idea might well pop into their 
minds but it would remain a dream and nothing more. But not to a Pi- 
scean with #* rising! An Aquarian is a humanitarian planner and doer. 
Don't forget that Communism is an Aquarian ideal and an Aquarian 
party. It twice failed to establish itself in £2 France (in 1789 and 1870) 
but succeeded for seventy years in Russia, an Aquarian country. So, 
Nick went ahead. 

It started small. Initially he and Cindy just went out to work, i.e. beg- 
ging, as they had been accustomed to doing, and paid rent weekly in 
small coins, fifty cent pieces, one Rand and two Rand coins. They 
moved into the big front bedroom when Margie and Albi left and looked 
around for someone to take the middle room. And that is when it began 
to take off. 

Justin was the first to move in. Nick initially just told 
me Justin would be able to help counsel people with drug 
problems, just as he himself counseled people with an 
alcohol problem. Justin was totally penniless and could 
not afford the rent of a single room but Nick solved that 
difficulty by curtaining off half of each of two walk- 
through rooms leading from the lounge to the bathroom on Beryl's side 
of the house and calling them cubicles. The rent would be half that of a 
single room. Justin moved into the cubicle next to the bathroom and 
overall was happy there. His one problem was with Irene, my original 
schizophrenic free boarder, see Figure 3, who has an obsessive- 
compulsive fetish with cleanliness. Every morning at 4 AM she goes to 
the bathroom and stays there for two hours. She would stay longer if 
allowed but has consented to come out when others start to need the toi- 
let from 6 AM onwards. But her footsteps at 4 AM woke Justin and he 
found it difficult to sleep again afterwards, though he found some carpet 
to put on the floor that deadens the sound of her shoes to some extent. 

Next came Janine, a young girl of 21, who had come down to the 
Cape from Johannesburg. She too had no resources or possessions what- 
ever and took the other cubicle, opposite to the door to the yard and 
clothesline. I supplied a camp bed and Nick found a mattress and blan- 
kets. Both Justin and Janine started to go out together collecting with 
tins for Wanna House, as the house has come to be called. 

Then there was William, a man in his forties, whose rather dominant 
wife had evicted him from their flat while she was having an affair with 
another man. He had turned to alcohol for solace. 
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Again, Nick befriended him and counseled him. By profession, he 
was a chef but had no job now. Manna House supported and fed him for 
the time being, as he had hopes of well-paying jobs at 
the River Club or the Baxter Theatre and promised to 

repay when one of these materialized. 

Nick and Cindy had by now moved back into the 
smaller and cheaper middle bedroom and William was 
to share the front bedroom with another newcomer, 
Jurgen. 

Initially Justin, Beryl and Cindy were opposed to Jiirgen being admit- 
ted. They regarded him as acting superior, and taking the attitude that he 
was doing everyone a favor by coming to live in a house like this, with 
all his qualifications and abilities, even though he too was totally penni- 
less. He is German; a fully trained psychologist who cannot practice in 
South Africa until he takes certain qualifying examinations, which now 
he cannot afford. He is also a gifted artist and portrait painter, and Nick 
saw rosy prospects for him earning money by doing portraits for various 
business people nearby. He would also use him as a counselor. He 
therefore overruled the opposition to Jurgen being admitted to Manna 
House. To begin with, he too was fed and supported entirely out of col- 
lections donations. 

The only other resident initially was Bobby, a twenty-year long-term 
schizophrenic patient of Valkenberg psychiatric hospital, discharged 
along with so many others due to the hospital's shrinkage in size. He had 
been living at one of the ABRI houses, communal houses started by 
charity to house anything from eight to twelve ex-psychiatric patients for 
a fee within the range of their disability grants. Breakfast and evening 
meals were provided. However, Bobby had been expelled from the 
ABRI house for causing a disturbance and he called at my present home 
with his girl friend Annabelle, a Fountain House member, to ask if I had 
aroom vacant. I sent them down to see Nick at 10 Grant Street. Anna- 
belle herself was staying at a similar house to ABRI called Milton Sun in 
nearby Milton Road, but the rent there was too high for Bobby. 

Bobby was admitted to Manna House near the end of September on 
the understanding that when his grant was paid on the 9 October he 
would pay a month's rent in advance for a cubicle. Half of the large 
kitchen (it was originally a small back bedroom that I had combined with 
the original kitchen to make it more spacious) was partitioned off and 
made into two more cubicles. In the meantime, he was fed at Manna 
House expense. 

But it didn't work. And here, and in a few other cases as well, I think 
we can see the working of the grand cross figure in the 11" August 1999 
inception chart (Figure 7). Bobby was aggressive and refused to help 
clean or do any other work about the house. He would go from person to 
person not requesting, but aggressively demanding cigarettes, claiming 
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he needed two packets a day. (The cost of this would total almost half 
his disability grant!) His attitude was that the world owed him a living, 
which no doubt it does, though it requires some reciprocity as well. 

On 9" October, after he had been staying free at 
Manna House for a fortnight, Nick took him along to 
another house run by a woman named Moira Henderson 
who had indicated she was prepared to take him. She 
went along with Nick and Bobby to collect his grant per- 
sonally from the Post Office. Bobby was very indignant 
that he wasn't allowed to collect it himself and spend it. 

He has recently been expelled from Moira Henderson's house as well. 
He had called at Manna House asking to be readmitted there. His girl 
friend says she will pay for his cigarettes. All the occupants of Manna 
House are unanimous that they don't want him. The Loaves and Fishes, 
a nearby five-Rand-a-night house for destitutes in Salt River suburb, with 
one meal provided, but with a curfew and the requirement that inmates 
be out all day, also refuses to take him. Probably he will end up at a 
somewhat similar place about twenty kilometers away. His only other 
alternative is to sleep in doorways or under flyovers 'till he learns at his 
age, 50 odd, to cooperate a little with others. 

I have no birth date for Bobby. 

I have none for Janine either. She began insisting on going out by 
herself with her collection tin, which she would then open and spend 
some of the money on alcohol. Then it was discovered she too was a 
schizophrenic and she was taken off in a police van to the psychiatric 
emergency ward at Groote Schnuir hospital. Two days later, she was put 
on a bus back to Johannesburg where her parents met her. She had been 
discharged from hospital there into their custody and absconded to Cape 
Town. 

William is another no-data case who proved to be a no pay one as 
well. He eventually landed a 6,000 Rand a month job with a new restau- 
rant complex in Port Elizabeth, which paid his bus fare to them. Right 
up to the last minute, there were assurances that he would pay rent and 
repay loans that other Manna House members had made to him, as well 
as an old couple in the house next door. But he left on a Thursday eve- 
ning, 18" November, and that was the last anyone heard of him. I had 
half expected something of the sort, for a handyman, there to repair the 
outside toilet, told me he had asked William if he could hold the toilet 
steady for a moment while he slapped concrete round the base. William 
had walked away with his nose in the air saying, "I'm a chef, not a 
plumber". After the separation from his wife, he became a Jehovah's 
Witness and used to sit in the lounge studying the Bible. His attitude and 
the final outcome are not a good advertisement for the sect. 

Justin van Wyk is a rather different case. For him too I only have in- 
complete data, though I have tried to complete it speculatively, for he is 
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an important figure in the history of the development of Manna House 
after its registration as a charity. 

Nick has a great gift as an organizer and administrator but he needed 
charismatic people to stand outside supermarket doorways with collec- 
tion tins to do the collecting for him. Cindy was good at it but Justin had 
what seemed like a miraculous gift. Nick approached supermarket man- 
agers for permission for them to stand outside in ones or twos. Cindy's 
best score in one day was 400 Rands. Justin could come in with over 
600. And he attracted donations in kind too. Nick would approach busi- 
nesses with requests for free gifts of their products, quite successfully, 
but Justin managed to have the whole house carpeted with carpet off cuts 
(something it never was during my 22% years there), and on one occa- 
sion he came home with a cash cheque donation of 3,000 Rands. The 
man who gave it had stood talking to Justin for some little time (Justin 
has a wonderful gift of speech) and then gone off to his car. Later, he 
returned. He said he had been praying about it and this was what he was 
told to give. Nick allowed Justin to keep 1,000 Rands of it. 

The trouble is that Justin is a drug addict. Nick didn't 
allow him to have the full amount all in one go. Justin 
himself had asked to be allowed only a certain amount for 
food and necessities each day. Nevertheless he kept 
returning on pretext after pretext for more advances and 
after three days he had managed to smoke it all, on crack 
(concentrated cocaine). Nick took him up to Groote 

Schnuir hospital psychiatric emergency ward to have him admitted to 
Valkenberg, but after one night in the emergency ward he was dis- 
charged, the doctor on duty saying that all he had needed was to get over 
the toxic effect of the drug overdose. 

This was at the end of October, Justin had originally moved in at the 
beginning of September. There followed a series of weeks during which 
he would claim he was now over his urge to drug and he would go 
straight for a while. But invariably there would be another lapse. He 
began having an affair with Beryl that complicated things still further. 
When he was drugging she would denounce him and even inform the 
police but when they came she would shelter him in her room and say he 
was really all right, it had been a mistake. Once she informed on the 
house where the drug dealers operated, in the street at the back of Grant 
Street, and it was raided. Justin was there when the police came and 
knew where the drugs were kept, but kept quiet and they were not found. 
He came home with two plugs of cocaine stuffed up his nostrils and sub- 
sequently smoked them. Later, people from the drug dealers began call- 
ing at the house, threatening to throw bombs through the windows unless 
he paid money he owed. Justin begged money from Nick to pay them 
off, promising that this finally would be the end of it. But he simply 
smoked this money too. Something had to be done. 
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Nick brought him to see me. In Nick's presence, he told me that his 
real problem was the affair with Beryl. He had a terrible relationship-life 
history. (He had told me of this, earlier). He had been married but his 
wife had slept with his best friend. She had then left, taking their two 
children. He hadn't seen them for years and they regarded him as having 
deserted them. Now, if he had a relationship with a woman he must be 
the only man in her life. But Beryl had several men visiting her. He had 
been three times through a four-month drug rehabilitation course in Pre- 
toria and they had warned him not to form an opposite sex relationship 
for at least a year. Here he was doing it, and it had driven him back to 
drugging. 

He undertook to break off all contact with Beryl. He said she had 
threatened to knife him but he would totally ignore her and only defend 
himself if attacked. 


Figure 10: Justin (speculative chart) 
8:41 PM EET (6:41 PM UT), 22" October 1957 
Pretoria, South Africa: 25845, 28E10 


For about a week it seemed to work. Then Nick came and told me 
Justin had drugged again, first borrowing money from him, allegedly to 
repay Beryl, and then immediately going to Beryl and borrowing from 
her. The drug dealer had come around again with threats. "It's a ques- 
tion of tough love", he said. I agreed; Justin must go. If possible, he 
must be induced to return to the drug rehabilitation unit in Pretoria, but 
the only people who could, and would, force him to do this were the po- 
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lice. But it was now the beginning of December. The rehabilitation unit 
would not re-open ‘till middle or late January. In the meantime, the po- 
lice had authority from the unit to keep him away from drugs, in prison. 
And there he would be beaten up and probably sexually abused. (South 
African prisons consist of large communal cells each housing up to sixty 
prisoners.) Neither Nick nor I would inform the police therefore, but 
Justin had to go. 

I went down there next morning and met him just as he was leaving 
carrying a suitcase, a rucksack and a flat iron. Nick said he had also tried 
to take away some of the carpets, saying they had come to the house 
through him, but Nick had prevented him, saying they were donated to 
the house. He said he had 140 Rand in his pocket. He hoped Justin 
would go to the Loaves and Fishes. 

Next day he rang and asked Nick for a loan of 100 Rand. He said va- 
grants had robbed him of everything. Nick refused. 

Justin celebrated his 42°* birthday at Manna House. Unfortunately I 
have no birth time; but he is slim and fairly tall and with his ready gift of 
the gab added to his Libran charm, I strongly suspected a [I] Ascendant. 
It didn't take me too long to decide that the Ascendant must be about 1° 
Il. This places five bodies in the 5" house, including the O and ) all in 
= with the O right at the end; in close dissociate conjunction with at 
the beginning of Tl. What should one make of them all in the 5 house? 
It is a Bundle-type chart with a mutual reception of 2 and \ disposing of 
everything in it. Moreover, 2 ¢ * falls in the 7” house and P is right on 
the cusp of the 4" house (by equal house), which well describes his un- 
fortunate home and marital history. \ ruling the 7" from the 5" house is 
appropriate for the break from his two children, engineered by his wife. 

The essential point, though, is that the © is applying to o ¥, the MC 
ruler, right on the 6" house cusp. Drugging is Justin's illness. It has been 
recognized to be such and he has had long-term treatment for it. Manna 
House exists to help rehabilitate people with this problem, but only once 
they have turned the corner and are truly on the way to recovery can they 
be provided an understanding, non-blaming support. Justin has not 
turned the corner, so unfortunately he cannot be allowed back at present. 
He has to hit rock bottom first. But he is such a nice chap that everyone 
really misses him. Readers can judge whether my speculative chart fits 
him. 

I will only briefly refer to the charts of Jiirgen, whom I introduced 
earlier, and Lynne, a new member who moved into Manna House on 1* 
December 1999. 

Jurgen was born of German parents in South West Africa (originally a 
German colony). The only time he could give was "early in the morn- 
ing". He suggested 1:00 AM. Figure 11, cast for that time, has 20° Tl 
rising, which is possible, but I feel that I rising is also possible since in 
many ways his authoritativeness is expressive of knowledge rather than 
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mere assertiveness. Then he would have II on the Midheaven, and his 
ruler ¥ would be in the 6" house exactly opposed by 2 from the 12", not 
too bad a portrayal of an erudite, trained psychologist forced to live in 
penury in a house for down-and-outs in South Africa. He has not ful- 
filled the rosy hopes Nick held out for him of making money for the 
house by painting portraits for business people. 
Instead, he prefers to work as a counselor of assaulted 
people at a nearby police station. He is on 24-hour-a- 
day call there but receives no pay, though he may 
eventually receive a donation of 50 Rands a day. 
Note that his 9, possible ruler of his 2™* house of 
finance, lies within an extended fan of sextiles 
bounded by the & o* P and also including ¥ within the 2" house itself. 2 
is also quincunx the 4 o X. 


Figure 11: Jiirgen 
1 AM EET 31° January 1955 (11 PM UT, 30" January); 
20820, 16E45 


Jurgen has a girl friend, a colored schoolteacher by the old apartheid 
classification (i.e. a half-caste). She now feels that the tables are turned 
since she has a car and her erudite white boy friend has nothing. She 
tends to run the relationship and helps him to some extent financially. If 
he has Tf rising, ruling his 5" house will be in the 3“ and ¥ in the 2™ 
will rule his 7". 
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Figure 12: Lynne 
11:50 AM BST (10:50 AM UT) 6” May 1947 
Dublin, Ireland: 53N20, 6W15 


Lynne is an alcoholic who was referred to Manna 

House by her social worker at Valkenberg psychiatric 

hospital where she had been a long-term in-patient. 

This was in response to an initiative of Nick's. He had 

visited the Drug Counseling Center, Valkenberg 

hospital, and other similar organizations with long-term 

patients or clients, suggesting that they refer people needing accommoda- 

tion to Manna House. The social worker first visited the house with 

Lynne to make sure it was suitable. Such referrals will, of course, give 

authenticity and respectability to Manna House. Fortunately, the noise 

from the foreign immigrant Africans in the street at the back has largely 

abated due to police warnings. Lynne expects to receive a disability 

grant shortly. Nick will collect it, as she is not allowed to have access to 

any money whatsoever. In the meantime, however, she does go out with 

one or other of the other members with a collection tin and has been sur- 

prisingly successful at this, sometimes bringing in a much as 400 Rands 

in one day. Her share is spent on food, etc. She occupies the cubicle 
next to the bathroom that used to be Justin's. 

I asked Lynne what time of day and she said ten minutes before noon. 

I suppose this is possible with P so close to the Ascendant. The 12” 

house *% squares % in the 9" equal house. * rules her 6" and ¥ opposes 2 
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at the 9" cusp. Yet, I am doubtful. She does not project a commanding Q 
manner. Perhaps she thought I was asking what time of day it was then, 
when I asked what the time was! It is interesting that whatever sign she 
has rising, o in T is the ultimate dispositor of everything else in the 
chart. He conjoins 9. I don't know enough about her life to know what 
wildness she may have got up to or what sort of relationships she may 
have been involved in her earlier days, which eventually led to her be- 
coming an incurable alcoholic.* 

Thus, Nick's Minossian brainchild steadily establishes itself and de- 
velops. Half the cost of a very large ‘fridge was received as a donation 
and the rest paid for out of collection money. A pay phone has been in- 
stalled in the passage. Its coin box is regularly cleared and half the tak- 
ings go to Manna House. Coca Cola has contracted to supply quantities 
of its product regularly, much as it does to restaurants, and with this con- 
tract comes a modest sized refrigerator. As landlord, I had to sign a form 
acknowledging that I was aware it was on my premises but I am assured 
there is no liability on me whatever. All sorts of furniture—beds, tables, 
cupboards, etc. has been donated. Nick means to erect a shower in the 
yard. 

He has dreams or plans (with Nick dreams seem to develop into plans 
and then to materialize or actualize themselves) to rent or acquire other 
houses and to expand Manna House into a major organization. A house 
or hostel in every suburb would be his ideal. Now he has his eye on the 
house next door, which an old couple rent. The wife has cancer of the 
throat. Should she die and the husband, who is nearly 80, go to live with 
his children in the Northern suburbs, Nick plans to immediately approach 
the landlord. 

In addition to this, he already has people who are not residents of 
Manna House collecting for the organization. It makes him a very busy 
man since he has to call on them to receive their collection tins, besides 
accompanying members like Justin or Cindy or Lynne to the hospital or 
the emergency ward, liaising with supermarket store managers for per- 
mission for members to collect outside their premises, and also liaising 


4 A recent piece of information makes the given birth time a good deal more 
likely. Lynne's mother rang Nick after she heard that Lynn had been transferred 
from Valkenberg hospital to Manna House and told him that in her early twen- 
ties she had shot herself in the head in an attempt to commit suicide. The bullet 
was still lodged in her head. This had been the original cause of her mental 
problems. The time may be on her birth certificate, for when I asked Lynne for 
it, she went right to her cubicle to look at something. In addition to alcoholism, 
Lynne suffers from fits of intense withdrawall and depression. I fear that she 
may prove to be more of a responsibility than Nick has the time or qualifications 
to handle. 
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with the police, who now recognize Manna House as a bona fide welfare 
organization. 

Will it all blow up in his face one day—and perhaps mine too—with 
that appalling fixed grand cross in the 11" August 1999 inceptional chart 
for his and Cindy's taking occupation of the house? Or is Minos, at least 
when bolstered in a grand trine by the precision power of Hephaestos, 
the true ruler of the sign TI, stronger than that configuration? 

We must remember that Minos is certainly on a high at the present 
period in history. Something must be bathing him, or ©, the sign he 
rules, in a shining light, for money was never as powerful in the past as it 
is today. Today it rules everything. Moreover, it does so in a curiously 
half-hidden way, not blatantly like armed might but often behind the 
scenes, in transactions and agreements between companies and govern- 
ments behind closed doors. But don't get in its way, or you will be trans- 
ferred or axed or bankrupted before you have half begun to know what is 
happening. Half or more of those mysterious resignations or dismissals 
of government ministers, both in the US and all over the world, come 
about in this way. 

Nick's dream child has more than a little of this feel about it. On the 
one hand, you may still find him in the evening, perhaps assisted by Jur- 
gen, counting little piles or rows of coins from collections boxes. On the 
other, he will answer the phone like a corporate manager, "Hello, Manna 
House, good evening". Clearly, he is reliable and knows precisely what 
he is doing. And his developmental plans are endless. 

Even so, I cannot feel totally certain and confident. When he was 
born Nick's Minos was at 15° 30° #*. True, it was part of a grand trine 
even there, with ) o ¥ in his 5" house and ¥ in his 8". But it sits in the 
12" house in a horribly close opposition to his destruction-bri ight 
conjunction of o’, » and P in the 6”, squared by @ in the 3°. Once again, 
this is ambivalent, for 2 conjoins the Q and the IC, in itself a very happy 
indication. But he has already seen everything he owned destroyed by a 
tornado. Could it happen again? Or is Minos now just paying back to 
him everything he is owed? 
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the Books | Need? 


RUTH BAKER p.t.astrol, @.H.P. 


HAD AGREED to buy a set of books should the dealer be able 

to acquire them second-hand. She seemed sure of being able to 
do so and said she would phone me when the books arrived. 
For some unknown reason I felt doubtful—hence the chart. 


15° 42 


Will the dealer get me the books I need? 
10:14 AM GMT, 3“ October 2001; S1N48, 1E09 
& hour, ¥ day 


I was pleased to see the planetary hour ruler, o’, agrees with the 
ascending sign of Tl. o is my significator and the ) is my co- 
significator. of is in the 2°* house of my finances, along with the &, 
which shows the potential depletion of my cash—the books are ex- 
pensive. The ) in the 5" house shows that I am thinking of the 
entertainment and pleasure that the books will give me. 
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The book dealer is represented by the 7" house ruler, 2, angular on 
the MC, but in its Fall in 7. The natural significator of books is 3, which 
although technically within 5° of the 12" cusp is retrograding back into 
my 11" house of hope. However, hope won’t necessarily make the 
books materialize, especially as § is peregrine in the Via Combusta. 

There is no applying aspect between @, the book dealer, and my sig- 
nificator o’. In fact, 2 is separating from o’, showing our past contact but 
not promising anything by way of future transaction. There is no aspect 
between the ) and Q, and the peregrine and weak ) is just within orb of 
an opposition to %, the natural significator of books. As the opposition is 
a separative aspect, this does not bode well. 

There is no mutual or mixed reception between the ) and 9, the book 
dealer, neither is there any between the ) and ¥, or between the main sig- 
nificators o’ and 2. I feared I should hear no more about the books, and 
neither did I. 


Essential Dignities 


Sign | Exalt | Trp | Term | Face 
ro) 2 % % 2 x Fall, peregrine 
D) of O° 10) g O | peregrine 
g 2 % % v y peregrine 
Q g g Q ¥ Q Fall 
g % c g y v 
4 >) ¥ ro g g 
ie} ¥ = % g of 
@ g > g ¥ 


¥MR 9, ¥ MR ®. 
) separates from * », and is void of course before applying to &° ¥ 
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Will War Emblem win 
the Belmont Stakes? 


ELAINE KRENGEL 


IKE A sunshiny day, sometimes a chart is so clear a glance re- 

veals its answer. So it is with this one. War Emblem is the 

beautiful black thoroughbred who won the Kentucky Derby in 

April, the Preakness a couple of weeks ago, and became the 
favorite for the Belmont, third race of the famous Triple Crown. The last 
living winner of the Crown, Seattle Slew (in 1977), had died just three 
days after the Kentucky Derby, making it seem War Emblem was meant 
take his place, as he'd won that race going away. 


Will War Emblem win the Belmont Stakes? 
5:52 PM CDT, 3“ June 2002; 44N54, 92W46 


War Emblem belongs to the 1* house and is represented, so appropri- 
ately, by o’. His co-significator is the ). All the other horses belong to 
the 7". Their planet is 2. The race belongs to the 5" house. So, with its 
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H cusp, 4 rules the race. If you've forgotten who did win, the quick 
glance now tells who. 

A closer look tells all. @ is exalted in this race (1 on the 5") and 
when it comes to contests, there is no higher dignity. The exalted always 
wins. o’ does happen to have a greater number of essential dignities in 
the 5" cusp than 2 does (triplicity, term, face), but they're nowhere near 
the quality of hers. He's also moving relatively faster than she. Enough 
by itself to win a race one would think. But o is in his Fall. 

Essential Dignities 


Sign Exalt Trip Term Face 
Oo], 8 : 5 z Z| peregrine 
>| ¥ Q o ie g 
g g - > g 4 | retrograde 
a) ¥ o g g 
g | > ¥ o o 2 | Fall 
ra) ‘ o g g 
>| 8 - » Q g 
@|o ) ¥ g 


And fall, is what he did. Nearly to his knees coming out of the start- 
ing gate. A wonder his rider didn't pitch head-first onto the ground. He 
was boxed in at the rail for much of the race () 0 %), zoomed to the front 
near the end (same sign as 9), then having given all he had, fell back to 
the 8" where he finished. The lesson here is that while o has multiple 
mutual and mixed receptions and so does the ) and some of them are 
positive, o is still in Fall. In a contest of speed, the only debility worse 
than Fall is retrograde. 

Needless to say, I was relieved of having to find someplace to make a 
bet on War Emblem. That's not because he wouldn't win, but because I 
knew he wouldn't even finish in the money. Look at my 2** house where 
the & promises damage even if were not opposing. I would bet on a 
horse who wouldn't win if the Q were in the 2°, or the ®, or if the 
horse‘s significator or the ) or one of the benefics was in good aspect to 
my 2" cusp, or Spica was on it. None of that here. The @ even sends its 
antiscion to the cusp of the 7". Neither the ) nor the benefics aspect my 
2" cusp. Just o’, by partile inconjunct. You say, "that's not an aspect; he 
cannot behold the second cusp." Well, that's why the inconjunct shows a 
problem! Were he paying me any attention at all he might finish 2°* or 
ar 

Oh, by the way, the ) is void of course in this chart—what happens 
with War Emblem is already decided. The exciting action is 2 hastening 
to the welcoming arms of 4. Now \ does rule my 2" house and, to my 
sorrow (¢3 in 2"), I didn't think to bet on some other horse! Any other 
horse. All the other horses. The winner, Sarava, paid 70-to-1. So from 
now on my new rule is, ‘when the favorite won't finish in the money, bet 
on the longest shot in the race". Maybe my next $2 will get me $142.50! 
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Friedrich Nietzsche 


DOUGLAS W. SMITH 


FREQUENT GUEST at 
Triebschen, Richard 
Wagner’s villa near Lake 
Lucerne, was the young 
Professor Extraordinarius from 
Basel University, Herr Friedrich 
Nietzsche. For the most part a 
solitary, inward being, Nietzsche 
was nevertheless swept up in the bustle of the Wagner household, and 
boundless was his admiration for the famous composer, whom he de- 
scribed as “a lavish, rich and great spirit, an energetic character, and an 
enchantingly likeable man.”’ In June 1869 Nietzsche was visiting Trieb- 
schen when Cosima gave birth to the couple’s first son. That same year 
he spent Christmas with the Wagners and on that occasion Cosima read 
to him from the lengthy prose synopsis of Parsifal, which Richard had 
written in 1865. Altogether, by his own count, the professor paid 23 vis- 
its to Triebschen over the next three years and by the end of this time he 
could claim a close alliance with the composer. “You cannot imagine,” 
he wrote, “how close we are to each other, or how our plans inter- 
connect. 
Nietzsche also rode with the Wagners in their carriage on that rainy 
spring day in 1872, when the foundation stone for the new Bayreuth op- 
era house was laid. In his long essay Richard Wagner in Bayreuth, pub- 
lished in July 1876, Nietzsche couldn’t do otherwise than use baptismal 
imagery in predicting a mighty future for this event. Who, sullied by 
modern culture, is not in need of the waters of purification? In Bayreuth 
such a one will feel “as though he had suddenly entered warmer water, 
like one swimming in a lake who approaches a current from a hot spring: 
this water must be coming from other, deeper sources, he says to himself, 
the water around it, which has in any case a shallower origin, does not 
account for it.” Also using watery metaphor Nietzsche elsewhere likens 
the Master’s music to “a rapid mountain torrent and again to “a host of 
cross currents dominated by one great violent stream.”* 


‘In Hayman, R. Nietzsche: A Critical Life. London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson. 
1980. p. 108. 

? Ibid. p. 150. 

3 Nietzsche, F. “Richard Wagner in Bayreuth” in Untimely Meditations. Trans. 
R. J. Bolingdale. Cambridge University Press. 1876. passim. 
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Friedrich Nietzsche 
Inner circle Outer circle 
Birth chart of Nietzsche departs 
Friedrich Nietzsche from Bayreuth 
10:00 AM LMT Noon 
15 October 1844 27 August 1876 
Récken, Saxony: 51N15, 12E08 Bayreuth, Bavaria: 49n57, 11E35 


But for all his gushing Nietzsche was actually to experience the pre- 
mier Bayreuth Festival as a baptism by fire. Arriving in town on 29 July 
1876, only a few weeks after the publication of his essay, he lost no time 
in paying the Wagners a visit. They however were preoccupied with de- 
tails of the upcoming productions and to this kind of bustle the philoso- 
pher was necessarily a stranger. Nietzsche was already suffering from a 
chronic headache, but within a few days’ time his eyes became so painful 
that he had to close them, even—perhaps especially—while attending a 
rehearsal indoors. Exhausted as well by the sultry weather, he finally 
withdrew to a boarding house in the Black Forest. Although he returned 
to Bayreuth a few weeks later, he left the place for good on 27 August in 
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a mood “of the blackest melancholy.” 

Throughout his life Nietzsche was a sick man, being subject to gastric 
distress and vomiting spells in addition to his intermittent headaches and 
deteriorating eyesight. The acute phases of the illness often coincided, 
however, with moments of personal crisis. And here certainly was one 
such crisis. Having just published a lyric encomium on the cultural re- 
newal at Bayreuth, Nietzsche only had to look around him to see that the 
whole thing was bogus. How could any vital new order spring from a 
place like this, which had become awash virtually overnight with a 
crowd of patrons, “all very spoilt, very bored and unmusical as yowling 
cats ... The whole idle riff-raff of Europe had been brought together, and 
any prince who pleased could go in and out of Wagner’s house as if it 
were a sporting event.” Here Nietzsche is recalling his impressions 
eleven years later in Ecce Homo, his last book. Disenchanted and—to be 
candid—wracked by envy, for the rest of his sane days the philosopher 
would brood and fulminate about Wagner’s quickly corrupted Mecca. 

Art, in Nietzsche’s own dictum, was meant to keep the bow from 
snapping. But even music, the supplest of arts, could not lessen the ten- 
sion this man must have suffered in Bayreuth. With a birth chart already 
striated by oppositions—O 0° P, & o® ¥, o & 4Y—the philosopher was 
further unnerved by an opposition of transiting ¥ to his ¥. Then on 27 
August two exact oppositions occurred: O o° » and \ o° P. At this point, 
asserting his own will to power, Nietzsche took abrupt leave of the old 
wizard who even threatened to transform into father. 

They would meet one more time, Wagner and Nietzsche, late that 
same summer in Sorrento. Thereafter, though, they kept in touch only by 
correspondence, for there was a growing rift between them that neither 
man now could span. Finally their breach became a matter of open hos- 
tility with an exchange of manuscripts in early 1878. To Nietzsche in 
Basel Wagner sent a beautiful, inscribed copy of the full text of Parsifal. 
A few months later Nietzsche sent two copies of his new book, Human, 
All Too Human, to Wagner in Bayreuth. By reason of its apparent Coun- 
ter-Reformation nostalgia Parsifal had immediately antagonized the 
philosopher. Sniffing nihilism in the air, he decided to add several pas- 
sages to his own work, indirectly criticizing Wagner’s romantic retreat. 
Though not mentioned by name, Wagner had no trouble interpreting 
these as a personal attack, and in August 1878 he published an oblique 
rebuttal through his house organ, Bayreuther Bldtter. At the time 
Nietzsche pretended astonishment at such treatment, but a decade later 
he would say proudly of their exchange: “Didn’t it sound as if swords 
crossed?” 

In the intervening years Nietzsche would anathematize this opera like 
no other work. Honing his invective, he slashed at Parsifal’s world-view, 
as if the future of Europe itself were at stake. “I interpreted Wagner’s 
music” wrote Nietzsche in 1888, “as an expression of a Dionysian power 
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of the soul; I believed I heard in it the earthquake with which a primor- 
dial force of life, dammed up from time immemorial, finally vents itself, 
indifferent to the possibility that everything that calls itself culture today 
might start tottering.” But the old revolutionary had fatally compromised 
himself. By thrusting on stage “that poor devil and child of nature, Parsi- 
fal,” Richard Wagner, in the end “a decaying and despairing decadent, 
suddenly sank down, helpless and broken, before the Christian cross.” 
Nietzsche asks if hatred against life became dominant in him: 


For Parsifal is a work of perfidy, of vindictiveness, of a secret attempt 
to poison the presuppositions of life—a bad work. The preaching of 
chastity remains an incitement to anti-nature; I despise everyone who 
does not experience Parsifal as an attempted assassination of basic 
ethics. 


Nonetheless, for all his rapier-like brilliance the philosopher was not 
above contradiction. With his ascendant at 29° ll precisely in opposition 
to Wagner's 2, he inevitably found himself enraptured by the Parsifal 
prelude, which he first heard in 1887. In this music he confessed discern- 
ing 


a sublime and extraordinary feeling, a living experience and an event 
of the soul which does great honour to Wagner. .. an awful severity 
of judgement ‘from on high’ which issues from an intimate under- 
standing of the soul and sees through the soul, piercing it as with 
knives - and hand in hand with this goes a compassion for what has 
been perceived and judged. Only Dante is comparable, nobody else. 


This last passage demonstrates convincingly that Nietzsche’s diatribe 
was not motivated purely by spite. The philosopher in fact felt genuine 
alarm at Wagner’s preference for “floating and swimming” rather than 
“striding and dancing.” Always there was the danger that feeling for its 
own sake—even with healing as its ostensible goal—could devolve into 
nihilism. Quite apart from its bankrupt medievalism, Parsifal posed a 
threat on account of the very power of its music, which “could be taken 
as a rescue of ‘life’, especially in view of the growing impoverishment 
and deterioration of existence occasioned by industry, technology, and 
finance.” Suspicious of raptures and swooning, a sick man spurning his 
friend’s nostrum, Nietzsche was seeking an antidote for Neptunian ex- 
cess. To this end he would embrace, though not without shuddering, a 
still more remote and as yet unseen planet. 


“Nietzsche, F. “Nietzsche contra Wagner” in W. Kaufman ed. The Portable 
Nietzsche. Penguin Books. Passim. 
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NITS SWEEP of the wild plateau regions the great wind was all 
too mute. If the clouds mugged its knowledge, they just as quickly 
made up fibs about a jolly bumbling carnival, and if the lakes rip- 
pled in facsimile, this script was instantly blurred. Across the grim- 
ness fell slashes of light. Along the cleavage of weather an outspread 
eagle swooped. Groveling, the grasses parted for an imperious serpent. 

Only at the margin of this brooding place amid the burnished alder 
did the moaning begin. These flagellants were without restraint. In their 
frenzy they blasphemed, then suffered remorse, and the whips were 
never idle. Here the wind exacted furious atonements. Leaves like dried 
eyes went on piling up. 

Between the barren and the wooded land at the margin of this place 
there was an abyss so deep that the earth's own blood glowed in the 
depths. Across this abyss three cables were strung, crisscrossing, and 
when the wind grew strong these cables hummed songs of enticement. 
Out in the middle of the void where the cables interlaced a man was 
dancing; or better, he was leaping from strand to strand, keeping a nim- 
ble balance while at the same time daring those on the wooded side to 
join him. Wilderness grows, he cried, woe unto him that harbors wilder- 
nesses. 

As he teetered in the thin air the man was horrified to see the even 
greater void that would yawn open for those in coming times, when there 
would be general loathing for the botch of things. In these circumstances 
nostalgia and romanticism would be as rocks about the waist of a desper- 
ate climber. This prophet of the tightrope, whose name was Friedrich 
Nietzsche, could only wonder if there was some way that led conscion- 
ably through the crumbling of antiquated worlds. Because “when truth 
starts battling with the lies of millennia, we shall have convulsions, a 
spasm of earthquakes, a displacement of mountain and valley such as no 
one has dreamed of.” 

The extremity of one who predicts tremors while suspended over the 
pit!—this rare discomfort becomes intelligible in light of Nietzsche’s 
own birth map. Here the five outer planets all fall within an arc of 84°, 
while the luminaries and the inner planets occupy their own discrete arc 
of 93°. Axel Harvey notes that such a complete separation of the near 
and the far is often “attended by severe depression and hallucination; it is 
as though the native’s personal vision could never adjust itself to the col- 
lective reality.”’ Of course, however crippling this may be for ordinary 
mortals, it is virtually a precondition for the prophetic mission. In 
Nietzsche we witness one who chose to stand precisely where quotidian 
existence sheered away. And yet what lay before him—except towards 


* Nietzsche, F. Thus Spoke Zarathustra. New York: Viking. IV: 2. 
° Nietzsche, F. Ecce Homo. New York: Random House. IV: 1. 
7 Harvey, A. “To Madness Near Alli’d” in Considerations Il: 1, p. 62. 
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Some hard aspects 
from the three outer 
planets to the “warrior 
pattern” embedded in 
Nietzsch’s birthmap: 


1869-71 Conception of Apollo/Dionysus 
1870-71 The Birth of Tragedy 

1874-77 Thoughts Out of Season 

1876-77 Human, All Too Human 

1883-84 Thus Spoke Zarathustra 

1885-86 Beyond Good & Evil 

1889-90 Antichrist; Ecco Homo, collapse 


NAA ene 


the end—was not simply indifferent space, for the two planetary group- 
ings are bound together by a web of close oppositions that link % with X, 
o& with 4, and B with the O. Together these six form a taut cat’s cradle. 
Michael Erlewine called patterns like this those of The Warrior. A war- 
rior Nietzsche was. 

Much of the philosopher’s style of thought and characteristic method 
is conveyed by the opposition of ¥ to ¥. Nietzsche thrived on neat rever- 
sals. He loved to turn orthodox perspectives upside down, merely by 
substituting a minus for a plus; or vice versa, as with a polarized current. 

This was his special gift, he said. This made it possible for him alone 
to carry through a radical revaluation of values. Arising from his delight 
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in spins and twists, in paradox and contradiction, was Nietzsche’s com- 
mitment to the epigram and the aphorism as the proper basis for his dis- 
course. In thousands of terse and elegant notations he sought, in a mood 
almost of benign epilepsy, to expose his thought at its core. His sentences 
snapped shut on the inessential. Repeatedly they followed the swell to- 
wards shore, picking up crest then exploding against some formidable 
headland in a shower of rainbows. The dashes, the exclamations, the ital- 
ics, above all ...the gaps in his later work: 

He was the wittiest of Germans, if also the least comic. But some- 
times in the grip of this ¥ energy the philosopher felt “like a zigzag doo- 
dle drawn on paper by a superior power wanting to try out a new pen”;® 
and in the last year of his sanity it turned progressively malignant. This 
was the year, 1888, “in which everything about him radiates an excessive 
brilliance and in which therefore at the same time a terrible boundless- 
ness advances out of the distance.”® 

If piqued by mediocrity or stubborn error, Nietzsche’s darting mind 
became as a snake of prey: riveted on its victim remorseless, glittering, 
capable of striking once, twice, three times even before the slower crea- 
ture sensed danger. This is how Richard Wagner in all his bonhomie was 
bitten. At such times when the philosopher showed his fangs, it was the 
power of a further opposition, that between o’ in Tf and 4 in H, which 
was being invoked. 

How he detested priestcraft, this prophet! How he despised the other- 
worldliness of those wrapped in the shrouds of a church.'° What ferocity 
he lavished on their pieties: “In reality there has been only one Christian 
and he died on the Cross.”'' Those who followed after him, those who 
claimed to speak on his behalf, were the real betrayers of that uniquely 
friendly man. But surely, Nietzsche scoffed, after 2,000 years their blind, 
dull faith can be shown up as the herd lies of weak men. Now is the time 
to proclaim an “unconditional and honest atheism." We must sweep 
aside the rubble of religion if we are to know the world as it is. 

During the few years after 1869 when Nietzsche and Wagner were in 
close companionship, the two men often found themselves wondering at 
the creative tension that must have animated the classical Attic world of 
Aeschylus and Sophocles. Nietzsche for his part liked to conceive of this 
tension in terms of two counterpoised male deities, Dionysus and Apollo. 
For him, Dionysus symbolized the unconscious longing for primordial 
unity, for the dissolution of the isolated self in nature’s brute flux. This 


§ Letter in Hayman, op. cit. p. 235. Nietzsche’s italics. 

° Hiedegger, M. Nietzsche: The Will to Power as Art. San Francisco: Harper & 
Row. 1979. p/ 15. 

10 Nietzsche’s own father had been a small-town Lutheran pastor. He was a de- 
voted monarchist. 

'! Nietzsche, F. The Antichrist. New York: Viking. 1895. p.39. 
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was the god who underwent ecstasies of dismemberment, who again and 
again drunkenly relinquished his shape. The art of Dionysus accordingly 
embraces all that is transient, destructive and terrifying. Music is the 
natural medium of this god. 

This dark realm of delirium Nietzsche set over against the bright, the 
conscious world of Apollo who glorifies individuality and distinctness, 
who upholds the integrity and beauty of things just as they appear. Mas- 
ter of the plastic arts, Apollo seeks to perpetuate and bestow form; his 
direction is towards restraint and even measure. But this god too had his 
grisly side, for it is primarily through the illusion of beauty that humanity 
is seduced into further rounds of life. Beautiful forms intrigue us, entan- 
gle us. We are detained by them “and compelled to live on.” In this 
sense Dionysus is the ground of being, while Apollo is but his mask, 
stemming nausea and counseling endurance. Such is our treadmill, wrote 
Nietzsche, who was then heavily under the influence of the dour 
Schopenhauer. 

When Nietzsche came to publish these reflections in his Birth of 
Tragedy an astrological event of great personal importance was then just 
waning. Between the years 1869 and 1871 X had made repeated squares 
to the philosopher’s natal O o* P. In any nativity this opposition by itself 
will signify some drastic realignment, an all-or-nothing condition, or a 
major life crisis. Thus with ¥ posited at its midpoint we can appreciate 
Nietzsche’s urgent struggle to make meaning of his own =~ individuality 
in relation to the beckoning ferment of P in the opposite sign. What was 
to keep him from leaping like Empedokles into the volcano? How could 
he avoid the listless drowning in sensation that was the fate of his own 
contemporaries? 

Some years later, as ¥ moved into successive conjunctions with his 
inner planets, Nietzsche recognized that he had willingly impoverished 
his own being by the way he had conceived Apollo. For was he not by 
extension treating himself as a sport of life? And how did this differ from 
the depravity of the Christians, who also preferred what was harmful to 
them? 

Nietzsche had given too much to P at the expense of the O. A balance 
would have to be found. Thus in the works from Zarathustra onwards we 
find him affirming Apollonian self-surpassing and Dionysian self- 
destruction as interdependent and equally authentic processes—in fact, 
merely as aspects of the same drive. In an eternal round of realization 
and forgetting “Dionysus destroys Apollo’s approximations to perfection 
only in order that Apollo fight to recreate these." By thus embracing a 
fate that is dynamic but which offers no chance of escape, Nietzsche was 
proposing the highest form of nihilism, “a state of mind beyond terror 
and pity, to be oneself the eternal joy of becoming, that joy which in- 
cludes the joy of destroying.” This twofold exertion of alternately be- 
stowing then dispersing form Nietzsche called the Will to Power, and in 
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a triumphant, culminating vision he tells us what the universe is like 
when the © and P are at last reconciled. “Shall I show it to you in my 
mirror?” he asks. 


This universe is a monster of energy, without beginning or end; a 
(fixed and brazen quantity which grows neither bigger nor smaller, 
which does not consume itself, but only alters its face; as a whole its 
bulk is immutable, it is a household without either losses or gains, but 
likewise without increase and without sources of revenue, surrounded 
by nonentity as by a frontier. It is nothing vague or wasteful, it does 
not stretch into infinity; but ts a definite quantum of energy located in 
limited space, and not in space which would be anywhere empty. It is 
rather energy everywhere, the play of forces and force-waves, at the 
same time one and many, agglomerating here and diminishing there, 
a sea of forces storming and raging in itself, for ever changing, for 
ever rolling back over incalculable ages to recurrence, with an ebb 
and flow of its forms, producing the most complicated things out of 
the most simple structures; producing the most ardent, most savage, 
and most contradictory things out of the quietest, most rigid, and 
most frozen material, and then returning from multifariousness to 
uniformity, from the play of contradictions back into the delight of 
consonance, saying yea unto itself, even in this homogeneity of its 
courses and ages; for ever blessing itself as something which recurs 
Jor all eternity —a becoming which knows not satiety, or disgust, or 
weariness—this, my Dionysian world of eternal self-creation, of 
eternal self-destruction, this mysterious world of twofold voluptuous- 
ness..." 


Thus did the loneliest, sickest man affirm life in the fullness of its joy 
and the depths of its suffering, unreservedly and with no eye to salvation. 
In this way he opened up a path to liberation for the next, irreligious cen- 
tury—one that offered “perhaps the closest approximation that any Euro- 
pean thinker has formulated to the experience of nirvana within samsara” 

But the wind was blowing all the harder and the prophet was doomed 
finally to topple. In the winter of 
1889, as X conjoined his O, he 
plunged into imbecility. First to be 
dismembered, thus, was his mind. 
Nietzsche went mad, but for ten years 
more his mask was left breathing in 
the abyss of his own sanctified 
Archive. 


HAVE A NIETZSCHE DAY 


" Nietzsche, F. The Will to Power. New York: Russell & Russell. 1905. p. 1067. 
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Since 911, actions by the Bush administration, especially 

those singling out Muslim immigrants for investigation 

> and detention, have encouraged public hostility toward 

Islam. There has been a pattern of escalating hate speech 

towards Muslims, with people saying Islam is a bad 

religion. Open scorn against Islam has become a staple ingredient of 

conservative Christian, both on the radio and from the pulpit. Just this 

past week (I write in mid June), at the annual meeting of pastors of the 

Southern Baptist Convention, the largest Protestant denomination in the 

United States, a past president stood up and denounced Muhammad as a 

“demon-possessed pedophile.” He then added, “ Muslims worship a 
different God than do Christians”. 

Astrologers owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the farsightedness 
of Muslims, without whom much of classical astrology would have been 
utterly lost. They saved the writings of Ptolemy and other original au- 
thors, and fostered our craft's continued growth, at a time that loutish 
Europeans under the sway of the Catholic Church were destroying so 
much ancient literature. There should be few astrologers nowadays who 
are not aware of the immense debt we owe to such as Al-Biruni, Alchab- 
itius, Albohali, Omar Tiberiades, Albumasar, Al-Kindi, Haly Abenregel, 
Nawbakht the Persian, and so many others, all of whom (even if we are 
not familiar with their names) ensured the continued advancement of 
astrological knowledge, all of whom were highly civilized adherents of 
the Islamic faith, followers of the Prophet Muhammad. 

What follows is no defense of those involved in the destruction of New 
York’s Twin Towers and the horrific loss of life, or of the attack on the 
Pentagon, instead it is an attempt to gain an astrological understanding 
of Islam, mainly by examining the horoscope of its founder, Muhammad. 


HE PROPHET MUHAMMAD, peace be upon him, is unique in 

history, he is the only man who has been supremely successful 

on both religious and secular levels. He founded and promul- 

gated one of the world’s great religions, and became an im- 

mensely effective political leader. Today, almost fourteen centuries after 
his death, his influence is still powerful and pervasive. 

With a billion members, Islam, the religion he founded, is the second 

largest religion in the world today. The largest is Christianity with 1.9 


56 


Considerations XVII: 3 


billion, of whom the Catholics make up a billion. Then comes Islam, 
followed by Hinduism with 750-million, with Buddhism and its 340 mil- 
lion believers next. No other single religious group has more than 20- 
million followers. 

The word Js/lam means “submission” (to the will of God), and the fol- 
lowers of Islam are Muslims (“those who submit”). 

Muhammad, the prophet and founder of Islam, was born in the city of 
Mecca, in southern Arabia, then a backward part of the world, far from 
the centers of trade, art or learning. Orphaned at age six, he was reared 
in modest surroundings. He passed his youth as a shepherd and trader. 
At age twenty-four his economic position improved when he married his 
employer, Khadija, a wealthy widow fifteen years older than himself. 
However, until he was forty he did nothing to distinguish himself, noth- 
ing to indicate just how remarkable he was. 

Mecca was a pagan city at that time, its people worshipping a black 
stone, the Kaaba, of great repute throughout all Arabia and a center of 
pilgrimages; but there were great numbers of Jews in the country— 
indeed all the southern portion of Arabia professed the Jewish faith—and 
there were Christian churches in Syria. Mohammad was obviously 
strongly influenced by Jewish and Christian ideas, hearing from them of 
a single, omnipotent God, who ruled the entire universe. 

When he was aged about forty, Muhammad began to develop pro- 
phetic characteristics similar to those of the Hebrew prophets a thousand 
years before. He had a vision in which the archangel Gabriel revealed 
that he had been selected to be the prophet and teacher of the worship of 
the One True God, Allah. After discussing this with his wife, he gath- 
ered about him a small circle of believers and began to preach in Mecca 
against the prevalent idolatry. This made him extremely unpopular be- 
cause the pilgrimages to the Kaaba were the chief source of Mecca’s 
prosperity. He became bolder, and declared himself the prophet of God, 
chosen to complete and perfect the revelation of God’s will. 

As his teaching increased in force the hostility of his fellow towns- 
men also increased. Eventually they plotted to kill him; but he escaped 
to the friendly town of Yathrib—its name was later changed to Medina 
(“city of the prophet”)—which adopted his doctrine. This flight, known 
as the Hegira, was a turning point in the Prophet’s life. In Mecca he had 
had few followers, in Medina he had many more, and he soon acquired 
an influence that made him a virtual dictator. Hostilities followed be- 
tween Mecca and Medina, which ended in a treaty. Mecca was to adopt 
the worship of the One True God and accept Muhammad as His Prophet, 
but the adherents of the new faith would still make the pilgrimage to 
Mecca just as they had done when they were pagans. In 629 Mohammad 
returned to Mecca as its master. 
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Events in the life of the Prophet 


Year Events 

545 | Birth of his father, Abdullah 

571_| Birth of Muhammad 

577_| Death of mother 

580 | Death of grandfather, Abdul Muttalib 

583 | Travels to Syria with his uncle, Abu Talib. Meets with the monk Bahira 
at Bisra, who foretells his prophethood. 

586 | Participates in the war of Fijar 

591 | Becomes an active member of ‘Hilful Fudul’, a league for the relief of 
the distressed. 

594 | Becomes manager of the business of the Lady Khadija, and leads her 
trade caravan to Syria and back. 

595_| Marries Hadrat Khadija. 

605 | Arbitrates in a dispute about the placing of the Kaaba Black Stone 

606 _| Birth of daughter, Fatima. 

610 | First revelation in the cave at Mount Hira. Commissioned as the Mes- 
senger of God. 

613_| At Mount Sara invites general public to Islam 

614 | Invites the Hashimites to accept Islam 

615 | Persecution of the Muslims by the Quraish of Mecca. A party of Mus- 
lims leaves for Abyssinia. Earliest records of Muhammad’s teachings. 

616 | A second group leave for Abyssinia 

617 | With the Hashimites, the Quraish socially boycott him. The Hashimites 
are shut up in a glen outside Mecca. 

619 | Deaths of his uncle and his wife. A year of sorrow. Lifting of boycott. 

620 | Journey to Taif. Ascension to the heavens. 

621 | First pledge at Aqaba. 

622 | Second pledge at Aqaba. Forced to flee to Yathrib (the Hegira) 

623 | Nakhala expedition. 

624 | Battle of Badr. Establishes his authority over the Arabs. Expulsion of 
Bani Qainugqa Jews from Medina. Marries Aisha. 

625 | Battle of Uhud. 70 Muslims massacred at Bir Mauna. Expulsion of 
Banu Nadir Jews from Medina. Second expedition to Badr. Begins to 
dictate the Koran. 

625 | Expedition of Banu Mustaliq 

627 | Battle of the Trench. Expulsion of Banu Quraiza Jews. Enemies from 
Mecca besiege Medina and slaughter 700 Jews. 

628 | Truce of Hudaibiya. Expedition to Khyber. Captures Mecca. Writes to 
all the rulers of the world explaining the principles of the Moslem faith. 

629 | Pilgrimage to Mecca. Expedition to Muta. 

630 | Conquest of Mecca. Battles of Hunsin, Auras, and Taif. 

631 | Expedition to Tabuk. Year of deputations. 

632 | Farewell pilgrimage to Mecca. Death (June 7). 
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Then, for the few remaining years until his death in 632, Muhammad 
spread his power over the rest of Arabia, rapidly converting the tribes to 
the new religion. Unified by Muhammad for the first time in history, and 
inspired by their fervent belief in the One True God, these small back- 
ward tribes then embarked upon one of the most astonishing series of 
conquests in human history. Numerically, the Arabs were no match for 
their opponents, but they were inspired and they rapidly conquered all of 
Arabia, Persia, the Byzantine Empire and Egypt. By 711, Arab armies 
had penetrated into the Punjab, and in central Asia reached the borders of 
China; in the west they had swept completely across North Africa to the 
Atlantic Ocean; they then moved north and overwhelmed Spain and ad- 
vanced into the center of France before being halted in October 732, by 
Charles Martel at the famous Battle of Tours. Within a scant century of 
fighting, these Bedouin tribesmen, inspired by the word of the Prophet, 
carved out an empire stretching from the borders of India to the Atlan- 
tic—the largest empire the world had yet seen. And everywhere the ar- 
mies conquered, large-scale conversion to the new faith followed. 

Not all of these conquests proved permanent. However, Mesopota- 
mia and Egypt, the two cradles of ancient civilization, have remained 
Arab, as has the entire coast of North Africa. And the new religion has 
continued to spread, far beyond the borders of the original Moslem con- 
quests. Currently, it has tens of millions of adherents in Africa and cen- 
tral Asia, and even more in Pakistan, northern India and Indonesia. 

In his declining years, Muhammad dictated a book of injunctions and 
expositions, the Koran, which he declared was communicated to him 
from God. Islam, the faith he imposed upon the Arabs, contains much of 
power and inspiration. It is uncompromising monotheism, with a simple 
enthusiastic faith in the rule and fatherhood of God and freedom from 
theological complications. It is completely detached from the sacrificial 
priest and temple, proof against any possibility of relapse towards blood 
sacrifices. In the Koran, the limited and ceremonial nature of the pil- 
grimage to Mecca is stated beyond the possibility of dispute, and every 
precaution was taken by Muhammad to prevent his own deification after 
his death. Another important element of strength lies in Islam’s insis- 
tence upon the perfect brotherhood and equality before God of all believ- 
ers, whatever their color, origin or status. 

Muhammad was responsible for both the theology of Islam and its 
main ethical and moral principles. He also played the key role in prose- 
lytizing the new faith, and in establishing the religious practices of Islam. 

In addition, as the driving force behind the Arab conquests, he was 
one of the most influential political leaders of all time. In hindsight, 
most, if not all, important historical events seem to have been inevitable. 
They would have occurred even without the particular leader who guided 
them. The United States would have won its independence without 
George Washington; the South American colonies would eventually have 
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won theirs even without Simon Bolivar. But that cannot be said of the 
Arab conquests. Nothing similar had occurred before Muhammad, and 
there is no reason to believe they would have ever occurred had he not 
inspired them. 


UHAMMAD was unique. Can we see this from his horo- 
scope? Before being able to answer that key question, we must 
(a first identify his horoscope, if we can. 

In many manuscripts that have come down to us, two charts 
relating to the birth of the Prophet appear again and again. Neither pre- 
sumes to be the actual horoscope; instead, one is cast for the vernal equi- 
nox prior to the birth (Fig.1), and the other for the lunar eclipse that oc- 
curred a month later (Fig. 2). 


Figure 1: Vernal Ingress, 571 
3:14:48 AM (00:35:32 UT) 19" March 571 
Mecea: 21N27, 39E49 


For many centuries, the main technique for predicting mundane 
events utilized the every-20-year conjunction of the two outermost plan- 
ets, 4 and. This approach is still used. However, in earlier times there 
was no attempt to identify the exact moment of the conjunction. Indeed, 
it was appreciated that, due to retrograde movement, the conjunction 
might occur not just once but three times. Instead, a chart was cast for 
the moment the O crossed the vernal equinox in the year of the first of 
these major conjunctions. From this chart, mundane predictions for the 
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next twenty years were made. 

Figure 1 is of this type. It is set for Mecca in the year 571, the subse- 
quent 4 o % occurring (just once) at 3° 31” Ml on 31* August. The exact 
square of the elevated % to the Ascendant must, of course, be meaning- 
ful—by equal house, % is conjunct the 10 cusp—especially as the com- 
ing Lunar eclipse at 6°33" Tl (see Fig. 2) falls smack on this position of 
%. Can we combine this with ® » MC and the placement of o’, close to 
the 5" cusp (Regiomontanus) and in mutual reception by sign with ¥, as 
indicating the coming birth at this location of an important war leader? 
For the birth also of a prophet, the placement of the 4 o % in the spiritual 
9" house, is appropriate. 


07° 27 


Figure 2: Lunar Eclipse 
8:15:56 PM LT (17:36:40 UT), 25" April 571 
Mecea: 21N27, 39E49 


The 4 ¢ % of 571 was very important. Astrologers had been eagerly 
awaiting it for many years. It was not simply another every-twenty-years 
run-of-the-mill conjunction; this was the big one, the Great Mutation. 
For the past hundred years, since 452 (since 332, if we ignore some in- 
tervening errant conjunctions), each 4 o % had taken place in an Air 
sign, now there was a change of element, one that would continue until 
809, as the conjunction moved into signs of the Water element.’ The 


* The last two Great Mutations in recent times were in 1603 into Fire, which 


has been related to the subsequent colonization of America due to religious op- 
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world was about to shift gears and what was going to happen an experi- 
enced astrologer of the day could venture to predict by examining the 
charted positions of the planets at the Vernal Equinox of 571. No won- 
der Figure 1 appears in many manuscripts that have come down to us 
from that time. Unlike the usual 4 ¢ % that contains within it informa- 
tion concerning the happenings of the next twenty years, this Great 
Mutation Conjunction contains within it a prediction of mundane events 
for the next 238 years, the period that covers the full expansion of the 
Islamic Empire. 

The lunar eclipse that was visible throughout Arabia on the evening 
of 25" April was the second celestial signal of the impending change. 
The ) at 6°33’ Tl. was exactly on the place of » at the prior vernal equi- 
nox, and the eclipsed ) is separating from a close trine, with mutual re- 
ception, to 0”; this is clearly another key celestial moment. By the close- 
ness of the aspect and the )’s translation of the light from o” to the O, an 
astute astrologer knows that the expected military leader has been born. 

There is no general agreement on the Prophet Muhammad’s day of 
birth, but several sources’ give 20" April 571, a date that falls between 
the vernal equinox and the lunar eclipse. The eminent Indian astrologer 
B. V. Raman has a speculative chart for 1:10 AM (local apparent time) 
on this day; 6°54’ #« rises and 19°28’ Tl is on the MC, and this chart has 
been generally accepted, mainly due to the Dr. Raman’s high reputation 
(see Fig. 3). However, I initially preferred a slightly earlier time, 0:26 
AM, with 25°08’ @ at the Ascendant and 8°18" Tl culminating, which I 
found among a series of historical charts recorded by the Persian astrolo- 
ger Abu Said Ahmad ibn Muhammad Al-Sijzi,’ a contemporary of the 
better-known Al Biruni. This earlier time appears to give a stronger 
chart (see Fig. 4), as the planets in it are now much closer to the angles. 

My preference for Al-Sijzi’s time for the horoscope of Muhammad 
was not based on the Prophet’s appearance or personality, these details 
are not known to me, so I cannot say that he had more of a @ look than 
an #* one. Instead, I based my preference strictly on the comparable 


pression, and in 1842 into Earth, which some relate to the development of mate- 
rialism and mankind’s increasing mastery of the material world. The next does 
not occur until 2020, when the Great Mutation finally moves into Air signs. 

? Among these is a manuscript in the Bodleian Library (Marsh 663, p. 63), 
quoted in The Thousands of Abil Ma ’shar by David Pingree (The Warburg Insti- 
tute, 1968, p. 34); Hakeem’s Lif of Muhammad (Oxford Univ. Press, 1948), and 
Raman’s Notable Horoscopes. Against these, Al Biruni in his Chronology has 
the equivalent of 7" February 572, with the O in X and & rising (quoted by 
Kennedy & Pingree in The Astrological History of Masha’allah, Harvard Uni- 
versity Press, 1971; p. 127). For additional discussion concerning Muhammad’s 
birth date see Doug Smith’s brilliant article “The Waters of Zamzam” Consid- 
erations XV: 3, specifically footnote 3, pp. 18-19. 

3 AL-Sijzi’s data is quoted in Pingree’s The Thousands of Abil Ma’shar. 
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strength of the two charts—planets in Figure 4 are much closer to the 
angles. Yet, one cannot avoid the 6°54° #* Ascendant in Figure 3. This 
is the same as the Ascendant (6°38” #*) in the chart of the Vernal Equi- 
nox preceding the birth (see Fig. 1), and squares the eclipsed ) (6°33’ M) 
that succeeded the birth (see Fig. 2). These tight connections with Dr 
Raman’s proposed Ascendant could of course have been the very basis 
for his rectification. This is possible but unlikely. Dr Raman’s normal 
approach would have been to work from the position of the ), on which 
he would have decided the birth asterism, how much of it had elapsed at 
the moment of the birth, and then associated dated events in the 
Prophet's life with the timing of various planetary periods. 

Even so, as I cast other charts of major Muslim activities, including 
some that have occurred since Dr. Raman’s death, I have continued to 
encounter this 7" degree of #*. It is obviously an important degree, one 
often present in a chart cast for a major Muslim happening. 


Figure 3: The Prophet Muhammad 
(@. V. Raman’s rectification) 
1:10 AM 20" April 571 (22:30:44 UT 19" April) 
Mecca, Saudi Arabia: 21N27, 39E49 


The Al-Sijzi chart at Fig. 4 is very strong. ¥ is about to rise over the 
Ascendant—the signature of a man born before his time, someone who 
will rid himself of the old (the pagan) ways into which he was born, and 
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be on a life-long quest for answers to life’s big questions. And the As- 
cendant ruler, %, is at the Midheaven—a clear indication that this is 
someone who will rise in life as the result of his own efforts. These tight 
angular placements are missing in Figure 3. But 6°34’ # is not on the 
Ascendant! 


Figure 4: The Prophet Muhammad 
(ALSijzi’s chart) 


00:25:45 AM 20" April 571 (21:46:29 UT 19" April); Mecca 


The conflict between Figures 3 and 4—either have the 7 degree of a 
rising and planets in cadent houses, or have planets in angular houses and 
an earlier Ascendant—is resolved when one decides to emulate the Ara- 
bic astrologers of the 6" century and uses whole-sign houses. Dr. Raman 
would have done the same, for this original method of dividing the chart 
remains the norm in Hindu astrology. Fig. 5 illustrates this approach, 
using Dr. Raman’s 1:10 AM timing. 

Now we have key planets in angular houses as one would wish them 
to be, and the Ascendant is 6° 54’ #*. The mutation conjunction, 4 o », 
is in the 10" house because this pair are in the 10" sign from the rising 
sign. Similarly, the ©, Q, 2 and ¥ are in the 4" house because 8, the sign 
they occupy, is the 4" from the rising #. 

%, ruler of the rising #*, is with 4 in the Midheaven, where I suspect 
it should be, for this man laid the foundation for an extensive empire, the 
largest the world had yet known, and did so by his own efforts, starting 


64 


Considerations XVII: 3 


from nothing. That he also founded a major religion is perhaps best seen 
by this mutation conjunction falling into the 9” house when (using Re- 
giomontanus) we divide the circle into twelve equal spaces along the 
equator. There is more than one dimension to most people, especially to 
aman such as the Prophet Muhammad, and for us to limit ourselves to 
looking at this or any other chart from just one angle can only restrict our 
understanding. 


Figure 5: Raman’s rectification 
Whole-sign houses 


What type of man was he? Extremely rational, someone who would 
try to understand the world through his intellect—#«* rising, X just be- 
coming visible in the eastern sky—a sanguine person, to describe his 
temperament in the old ways. %, the Ascendant-ruler tells us much 
about the quality of his mind and manners (no planet is conjunct the ) or 
§) by its placement and aspects. Because » is ¢ 4 and trine its own dis- 
positor, o”, any inherent saturnine ill nature will (according to Lilly) be 
elevated. He will have been very prudent, wise and quiet, someone re- 
nowned for his council and judgment, yet also, when needed, a man of 
decisive action—the exact trine and mutual reception between o and 4, 
clearly points to his ability to become a leader of men and, if and when 
necessary, lead them successfully into battle. 

Yo % (and &° 2) is part of a grand trine with o and P. Well, perhaps 
not, for purists require a grand trine to have each of the three or more 
planets involved in signs of the same element. Here, o and 4-% are in 
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Water signs but P is not, it is in an Air sign. What are often nowadays 
quaintly termed “disassociate trines” are not strictly trines. The connec- 
tion between P and 7 is not a trine in the traditional sense, even though 
the elongation o to B is just 124927’, for the signs involved, @ and #*, 
are not of the same element, instead they are naturally inconjunct each 
other. The connection between P and the Great Mutation Conjunction is 
not a trine, even though the elongation 4 to P is 116°01’, for the signs 
involved, Tl. and #*, are not of the same element but instead square each 
other. 


TN 
ho} 
t, 
P OeQ J 
aay =/R 8 


However, the O closely opposes 4 ¢ %, and it is almost exactly at the 
oR midpoint. And o’ opposes the 4/2 midpoint. Perhaps we do not 
have a grand trine in the pure sense, but because of the involvement of 
the © (and ) that ties them all together, there is a powerful planetary 
combination here that involves the O, Q, o, B. 4 and 4, whatever we 
call it. 

According to Reinhold Ebertin, the principle of o and B in combina- 
tion—there is a also close contraparallel of declination between this pair 
relates to superhuman power, planning and organization. The angular 
© at their midpoint, sextiling both, emphasizes Ebertin’s comment’ that 
O=C can relate to “an upset or shock caused through the intervention 


* Reinhold Ebertin. The Combination of Stellar Influences. Trans. A. G. Roose- 
dale. Aalen, Germany. 1960. pp. 152-153. 
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of Higher Power.” This man says he spoke with the Archangel Gabriel, 
and this aspect alone warns us not to dismiss the possibility that this ac- 
tually happened. 
There are a couple of key items that would have jumped out of the 
chart and informed an Arabic astrologer that this was the birth chart of 
the one they had been waiting for: 
e It is a nocturnal chart and the triplicity rulers of Q, the sign 
containing the ), are 4, © and ». All three are angular by sign. 

eo’, the MC ruler, and %, the ASC ruler, jointly apply to trine each 
other. This is a clear indicator that the native will attain the 
highest honors. That his name will be great and be remembered 
for many years. 

¢ %, the ASC ruler, is in the 10" sign—he will be raised to a high 

level by his own efforts. 

Combine these with the planetary picture that depicts the O’s opposi- 
tion to the Great Mutation Conjunction from the o’/2, midpoint with o’ 4 
*%-\4, and we have a birth chart flashing its message out in colored neon 
lights: This is the One! 

And, of course, there’s more. Much more. 

There is a strong mutual reception between the © and ). Being in 5, 
the © will exalt whatever the ) represents; in turn, because she is in 22, 
the ) will recognize the majesty of the O and further the solar purpose. 
The two (usually) opposing sides of this man’s nature—his masculine 
side and his feminine, his public (diurnal) and his private (nocturnal) 
sides, his consciousness and his unconscious, his future and his past, his 
Intellect and his reason, his spirit and his soul—receive one another, they 
fully recognize the values and aims of the other and combine to ensure 
these are fulfilled in life. 

The combination of © & and ) 2, according to Charles and Suzi Har- 
vey, can create “a magnetic, sociable personality, tremendous willpower 
and leadership abilities; innate resourcefulness and creativity, and in- 
stinctive patience and persistence which allows one to reach one’s goals 
with minimum stress.” 

The two lights are separated by 108° of longitude, 30% of the 360° 
circle. 108° is a quintile plus a semi-quintile, aspects that are not tradi- 
tional but were introduced in the 17" century by Kepler. The English 
researcher John Addey concluded that any member of the quintile family 
of aspects is linked with a pronounced tendency to be very one-pointed 
and intensely driven in a specialized field of activity. The tredecile is not 
an aspect we usually pay much attention to, but here it serves to place the 
@ in the 9" house when, this being a nocturnal chart, we bring the ) to 
the Ascendant and then identify the relative position of the O. What is 


* Charles & Suzi Harvey. Sun Sign, Moon Sign. Northampton, England: Aquar- 
ian, 1994; p. 99. 
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the 9" house about? Long journeys and advanced education, to be sure, 
but more to the point, it is also ‘The House of God’, the house in which 
the O, the visible symbol of God within the cosmos, has its joy. 

@® in the 9": “Good for long journeys and doing business in foreign 
places, and dealing with religious people. His dreams will be fortunate, 
and his mind will have extraordinary inclinations towards God, and 
many penetrating thoughts.”® 

The ®, his source of prosperity, is closely conjunct the Arabic Part of 
Boldness (ASC + o’ — @, nocturnal). This tells us where o is located 
when the @ is brought to the rising degree. The @ is 19°21’ =, the Part 
of Boldness 20°25’ ~. Thus, while the Prophet’s fortune is deeply con- 
cerned with 9" house matters, with religion, education and foreign 
places, this Part tells us that his fortune will be made when he is most 
audacious and acts courageously, presumably as a militant for his relig- 
ion. The Muslim armies, inspired by Muhammad, did go into foreign 
parts, across most of the known world. They were victorious against 
enormous odds, re-educating all they encountered, bringing with them a 
new religion. 

A cardinal sign on the 9" indicates a person who will initially have re- 
ligious doubts and will change his faith. Muhammad began by doubting 
the religious practices into which he was born. After his revelation on 
Mount Hira, he brought about a new faith. 

The 9" house has to be very important in this chart. After all, Mu- 
hammad is The Prophet. Not only is the ®—his treasure—in the 9", but 
its dispositor, 2, is strong in 6, the other sign that it rules. ¢ is further 
strengthened by being on an angle and closely conjunct Y—a modern 
astrologer might suggest that Muhammad would have been intensely 
sensitive to form, color and beauty. This seems to have brought out in 
the religion he founded: “The pre-Islamic Arabs for whom the Koran 
was first addressed had a great love of nature and like all nomads who 
wander endlessly in the great expanses of virgin Nature had a deep intui- 
tion of the presence of the Invisible in the visible. Islam, which has al- 
ways preserved the form of the spirituality of Semitic nomads, empha- 
sized this particular trait of the nomadic spirit and mode of Nature in Is- 
lam a vast garden in which the handiwork of the invisible gardener is 
ever present.” 

The @ antiscion at 18°21” £2 is closely conjunct the ). This combina- 
tion, 2 with the ), has through the centuries become the single best 
known symbol of Islam—more so even than the slender minarets from 
which the calls to prayer are regularly made. Today, the crescent ) and 


® Abu’Ali Al-Khayyat. The Judgments of Nativities. Trans. James H. Holden. 
AFA, 1988. 

Seyyer Hossein Nasr. An Introduction to Islamic Cosmological Doctrines. 
State University of New York Press, 1993. pp. 6-7. 
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the star (¢) appear on the flags of many Muslim nations. We usually in- 
terpret a )-9 connection in a chart with someone who has a deep need to 
rise in the “right” social circles. Whether the Prophet Mohammad ex- 
perienced this need in his lifetime, it has been many times fulfilled since 
his death. Today, as it has for almost fourteen centuries, this )-2 symbol 
proudly flies high on flagpoles in most capital cities around the world. 

& is important in this chart. It joys in the difficult 6" house, it rules 
the MC and it is the dispositor of 4 and . Nothing we know about the 
Prophet Mohammad suggests he was sickly, or that he kept a menagerie 
of small animals, so we can rule out these two obvious associations for a 
planet in the 6" house. Yet, we know that his was a posthumous birth, 
his father Abdullah dying beforehand, and that young Mohammad was 
orphaned at age six, as might be expected by the negative reception be- 
tween * and the ) (the ) is in Q the sign of %’s Detriment, » in Tl where 
the ) has its Fall), the opposition from » to the O, and the eclipse of the 
) on the 6" day following his birth. 

The ) in Q is involved in mutual receptions with both ends of the O- 
% opposition. At one end, with the O, the mutual reception is positive; 
yet, at the other end, with %, the mutual reception is a negative one. This 
serves to emphasize the importance of the O o® » here, and is one more 
indication of Muhammad becoming an orphan at a tender age. 

In addition, the Part of Father (ASC + © — %, nocturnal) falls at 2° 
13’ 2, where it is O %, and the Part of Mother (ASC + 2 — ), nocturnal) 
is at 0°04’ Tl, &° O. The severe afflictions of these two Arabic Parts 
clearly point to the early loss of his parents. 

From his birth, Mohammad was brought up in the house of his fa- 
ther’s brother, Abu Talib, and this surely explains the significance of o” 
in the 6" house, for it is in the 3" of brothers from the 4” of the father. 
We can assume that the uncle had an indelible impression on his nephew, 
teaching him to “to discriminate between right and wrong; o acting like 
a razor, enabling us to divide the one from the other, then like a sword 
enabling us to put right what is amiss.”* Muhammad's ideas about his 
personal honor (0 rules the MC) must owe much to the teaching and ex- 
ample of his uncle. 

By its rulership of the MC and the exact trine to 4, we can also inter- 
pret o as indicating the many victories the Muslim armies (Muhammad’s 
subordinates) won, both during his lifetime and after. 

Appropriately, for this unique man, we have a uniquely powerful 
horoscope. The Great Mutation Conjunction is in the 10", with an exact 
trine to 4 from 0’, its dispositor. At the same time, the © has entered 0, 
which by age-old tradition is the sign in which previous Enlightened 


® John Frawley. The Real Astrology Applied. London, 2002, p. 181. 
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Ones, Hermes, the Buddha and Jesus Christ, were born’. There is the spiritual- 
ity of 2 ¢ ¥, and X has just risen in the east to underscore just how different this 
man would be from the world into which he was born. 

Charubel’s symbol for the 7 degree of s% is A crown and scepter. His ex- 
planation: “One who is entitled to more than he possesses, and who has powers 
of which he is unconscious.” 

And the symbol for the 7" degree of Q, the opposing degree that also occurs 
frequently in major Islamic horoscopes. Charubel: A pyramidal figure with a 
Maltese cross at the top, or rather at the apex. The commentary reads: “This is 
possibly as glorious a degree as any in the Zodiac. This degree is impinged by a 
ray from a transcendental sun, one of those suns that with our sun revolve round 
the grand central sun. Denotes the greater good; the sublime; gives prophetic 
inspirations; rules the wonderful; and fills the soul with a flood of celestial 


glory.” 


HE ERA of the Moslem calendar begins on the evening of the 

Prophet’s flight from Mecca to Medina. That is recorded as occurring 

at the time of the first visible crescent of the new ), on the first day of 

the month of Muharram. The flight in Arabic is the H.jrah, in Eng- 

lish the Hegira. This is usually assumed to have been on 16" July 622 
by the Julian calendar, which is the date the year AH 1 started (AH = Anno He- 
girae). This date was calculated in retrospect many years after the Hegira, and 
even though this is accepted as a fact throughout the Moslem world, I believe it 
is wrong. 

The prior ) ¢ © occurred at 23° 05 G on 14” July at 8:04:26 AM local time, 
when 27° 58’ Q was rising at Mecca and the luminaries were in the 11" house. 
It is highly unlikely that the new crescent would have been seen following sun- 
set that same day—the ) was visible in the sky for 21.2 minutes after sunset but 
the crescent was so thin, just 0.28%, that it was virtually invisible. 

The following evening, 15" July, the ) was visible in the evening sky fol- 
lowing sunset for over an hour, 73.5 minutes according to moder calculations, 
and 2.86% of its hemisphere was illuminated at this time. If the sky is clear (and 
there is no reason to suspect that it would not have been in Mecca in July unless 
there was a sandstorm, and the presence of one is not suggested in Moslem writ- 
ings) sightings of the new crescent are expected to occur if the ) stays bright in 
the evening sky for at least 45 minutes after sunset (on 15" July it was bright for 
73.5 minutes) and at least 1.6% is illuminated (here 2.86% was illuminated). 

In addition, at moonset on 15" July the azimuth difference between the © 
and ) was 12° 07’, and according to the Schocht criteria that I gave in the May 
issue of Considerations, the crescent will be visible if the altitude difference (the 
arcus visionis) between the two lights is 8.8° or more. Here it is almost double 
that, 15°10’. 


° Forget the Vatican-inspired fables about Christmas Day, designed solely to 
convert worshippers of Sol Invictus to Christianity. May, the month associated 
with 8, is the month of Maia or Maya (“she who is great”, mag-ya), Maj or Mai, 
the maiden-mother of Hermes. Hermes was the Enlightened One, born of the 
virgin Maia, just as the Enlightened One (Buddha) was born of the same virgin 
Maya in India, and Jesus was bom of the Virgin Mary. 
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By both of these generally accepted criteria, the new lunar crescent would 
have been visible at Mecca on the evening of 15" July 622, one day earlier than 
the official date. 


11° B18 


Figure 6: The Hegira 
Sighting of First Lunar Crescent 
6:52:40 PM LT (16:13:24 UT), 15" July 622; Mecca. 


There is one further reason that I believe is sufficient by itself to say that the 
Hegira truly began on Thursday evening, 15" July and not the following eve- 
ning, the 16", as officially stated. At the time I estimate the crescent was proba- 
bly first seen there is a triple conjunction visible in the evening sky of the ) and 
Q with the royal star Regulus. To astrologers of this or any other time such a 
combination in the evening sky is of major significance. As we know, many 
Moslem countries have the ) and Q on their flags, and this is obviously so be- 
cause at this important event—the Hegira is considered to be the birth moment 
of Islam—the ) and 2 were visible together in the evening sky, and they were 
not only both present with each other and clearly visible to any onlooker, but 
their conjunction took place in the presence of Regu/us—a triple conjunction of 
the most awesome type. 

2 was very bright, magnitude 4.0, and Regulus at 10° 43° Q just below the 
) in the evening sky would also have been clearly visible (the ) was not large 
enough to outshine this important star) with a magnitude of 1.35. 

In Muhammad’s natal chart 2 ¢ ) is not immediately obvious. One needs to 
fold the chart in half along the line of the tropics, 0° & to 0° 4, before they are 
seen to be joined, the position of 2 flopping over onto the position of the )—it is 
a conjunction in antiscion. The conjunction is present in Muhammad’s life but 
only covertly; it is not immediately evident, not for the public gaze. With the 
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departure from Mecca, 2 and the new crescent ) become visible for all to see up 
in the evening sky as the last rays of the setting © leave the western sky. And, 
just in case anyone should doubt the status of this self-proclaimed Prophet, 
Regulus, the king of the heavens, joins them. 

Just above Q in the evening sky ¥, the messenger, is also very bright (magni- 
tude -1.5) and clearly visible in the evening sky over Mecca. 


Figure 7: Official Timing of the Hegira 
Sunset, 16” July 622; Mecca 


By comparison, the following evening at sunset (see Fig. 7), which is the of- 
ficial date for this initial crescent, the ) is 12° of longitude beyond 9, some 10° 
higher in altitude. Both are still visible, but now the increased distance between 
them is so great that such a wide conjunction is unlikely to have been com- 
memorated ever since on Islamic flags. And the ) is now far removed from 
Regulus. 

Charts for the Hegira are often incorrectly set for Medina, not Mecca. Mu- 
hammad and his followers did not arrive in Medina until 2™ July. 

Besides the dramatic triple conjunction of the ), 2 and Regulus, at the time 
of the Hegira there was a close 4 & ¥, with ¥ the next planet to rise, doing so in 
its own sign of H. There is of course an important connection between 4 and ¥ 
through the sign . 

4 & ¥, with 4 in . This combination mixes ideals with social realities. In a 
natal chart it could be the signature of a social reformer or a religious figure, and 
in interpreting it an astrologer might use words such as mysticism, philosophy, 
intuition, and humanism—all of which are very appropriate here in the chart 
associated with the commencement of the Islamic religion. Muhammad, the 
man who began it all, could also be described by these words. This planetary 
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combination is one we would wish to see associated with a religion. 

Note the closeness of » to the Descendant in Figure 3. % could not have 
been seen in the evening sky, it is so close to the O, combust, hidden deep be- 
neath the glare of the setting ©. This is an unfortunate position for », and to 
have a malefic in an unfortunate position is never good for then it becomes even 
more destructive than usual. Here » is both combust and in Q, the sign of its 
detriment, which is appropriate for this is the chart of a flight. At the time of the 
Hegira, Muhammad was fleeing from Mecca in fear of his life, and this fact is 
clearly shown by a particularly malevolent so close to the 7 cusp of open 
enemies. 

As one more confirmation of the validity of Muhammad’s natal chart, the 
Hegira Q is at 6° 48° Q. 


N THE November 2001 issue of Considerations’® I discussed two 
possible charts for Osama bin Laden. The second of these, for 30” 
July 1957, the one I prefer, has the sunrise © at 6°41’ Q! It is o X at 
7°15’ Q. This © ¢ opposing the significant 7” degree of # may go 
some way to explaining why Osama bin Laden allows others to sug- 
gest he is the modern-day equivalent of Muhammad, an ascetic holy man from 
the mountains who will unite the many factions within Islam and purify the re- 
ligion. 

Bin Laden’s ) is closely conjunct the Hegira o’—indicating the resentment 
bin Laden may feel for how Muslims are generally regarded—and * exactly 
squares the Hegira \—a clear warning that bin Laden’s actions can lead to fur- 
ther loss of prestige and status of his people. 

In addition, bin Laden’s B opposes the position P had at the birth of Mu- 
hammad. In the 1,386 years between the birth of the Prophet in the year 571 and 
the birth in 1957 of this latest self-appointed Muslim leader, the outer-most 
planet has circled the Zodiac 5% times. P is the planetary outsider, orbiting far 
away from the O, more or less cut off and out of touch with the other members 
of the solar system. In much the same way, those individuals P strongly influ- 
ences tend to be out-of-touch with others around them. 

PB can indicate someone who has the urge—very often one who is forced by 
circumstances—to break away from the environment into which he was born 
and carve out an independent life for himself. For the Prophet Muhammad P is 
the first planet to rise after his birth, and it made him rebel against the pagan 
religion of his time, it forcibly separated him from his parents by their deaths, 
and in later life it caused him to flee his place of birth. There is some similarity 
in Bin Laden’s life. He has broken with his home, his parents, and his country, 
and he lives the life of a rebel. Both Muhammad and bin Laden were born with 
strong o’-P connections. The Prophet had them in trine, part of a dissociate (?) 
Grand trine; bin Laden has o ¢ PB. Both have resorted to violence. 

Both have strong O-» ties: Muhammad the opposition, bin Laden a trine 
that encompasses all of the other planets. These O-» ties suggest that neither is 
a spontaneous, affectionate man, that both have moral standards they try to live 
by, even though these will initially appear unattractive to others. Further than 
that we cannot say, we are uncertain of which houses the © and » occupy or 


1° Considerations XVI: 4, pp. 41-46. 
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rule in bin Laden’s birth chart. 


Figure 6: Osama bin Laden (Wintle speculative) 
11:25:17 a.m. LMT (8:48:37 a.m. UT), 30" July 1957 
Jiddah, Saudi Arabia, 21N30, 39E10 


There are, however, two key differences between these two outsiders. In bin 
Laden’s horoscope no planet is in a Water sign—he lacks a basic sympathy for 
others—and this is not so with the Prophet, who had 4 ¢ » in Tl and the com- 
passionate 2 oY. The second difference is one of timing. Muhammad was bom 
at the time of a Great Mutation Conjunction; he was born to bring radical change 
in the political and religious lives of his people. He was the man of his time, the 
messenger from God, from Allah. He was—he is!—The Prophet, There was no 
such “star in the east” at the birth of Osama bin Laden. He is utterly out of tune 
with the times. He is no messenger. 

Y (at 6° 21” s#%) was transiting the so-important 7” degree of # at 911. ¥ 
represents all forms of extreme emotional excitement. Transiting a natal angle, 
it can bring about an intense, if somewhat suppressed, state of emotional ex- 
citement, a state of worry and flurry. While an individual can make a positive 
artistic achievement at such a time, for a country or any group it usually heralds 
a period of apprehension, uneasiness, panic, collapse, hysteria, frenzy, the feel- 
ing that others are plotting against it, that it is being victimized. Companies 
frequently go bankrupt at such times. We can assume from this that Muslims in 
general were all stirred by deep emotion and felt powerless to extricate them- 
selves from the resulting accusations. ¥ transiting this key Islamic degree can be 
associated with Muslims feeling themselves victimized, put in a false position 
and embarrassed by the events of 911. 


CG 
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GRAZIA BORDONI 


HE “first”! class of the 1990-1991 academic year was a lively 

one, a little bit unruly, but likable. What struck me from the 

very beginning was the number of Aquarians, eight out of 

twenty-four, one-third of the entire class. At the end of the 

first year, six persons were not admitted to the following class, 
so that the number of students in the next two years was reduced to 18— 
plus one with the arrival of a handicapped boy. The Aquarian percentage 
remained intact, though, thus giving to the whole group a very particular 
imprint. A I girl joined the eight Aquarians, raising to one half the 
number of people belonging to the Air element. 

It is not easy to establish a feeling with classes. Sometimes, one does 
not manage, just because it is not possible. It happens. I remember, 
however, that I was able to have a good relationship with that class. The 
shift in the interpersonal relations—between me, the teacher, and them, 
the students—took place during the first year, towards the end of the 
academic term. I had taken them to the gym to attend to an event related 
to the organization of the End-of-the-Year festival, I believe. Coming 
back to the classroom, a boy sat in the teacher’s desk and started acting 
as if he were the teacher. Instinctively, I played along, gave him the 
class register and went to sit in one of the students’ desks. A reversal of 
the roles began: I played the part of the student, using their repertoire, 
mimicking their behavior and using their slang. The students, on the 
other hand, took turns into playing the teacher, m ‘king my own be- 
havior, my repertoire, my little manias and so on. The whole class took 
part to the game collectively, and we had a lot of fun. From that moment 
on, a mutual personal understanding was definitely established. In the 
last year of the three-year course, a gravely handicapped boy arrived: his 
arrival went extremely well and gave excellent results because of the ex- 
isting compatibility of the class. 

Overall, there was a good atmosphere. The relationship was maybe 
all #* in nature, since it was based on trust: a relationship that ended up 
in a very advanced experiment on my side: during the third year, I organ- 
ized, for the first and last time in my teaching career, a course in sexual 
education, from which I indeed learnt a lot. From that class, two impor- 


‘In the Italian school system, the middle school comes between elementary and 
high school, and lasts three years. The students are said to attend the “first”, 
“second” or “third” class (from age 11 to age 14). 


75 


Bordini: Schoolmates 


tant stories evolved. Two very different stories, since the destinies of 
each one of us are different, because our genetic map, as well as our 
horoscope, is different. This is the story of two people of the same age, 
who, for three years, attended the same school and the same class, whose 
destinies intertwined, each of them with their emotions, their hopes, and 
their projects for the future. Both of them were beautiful and smart, 
persons to whom one, as a teacher, hoped life would provide them with 
the best there is. 


Enrico belonged to the Aquarius group. He is a nice guy, tall for his 
age, lean. He is smart, puts regular efforts in the activities, and he be- 
longs to the best group—those who are capable to pull up the rest of the 
class. He ends his three-year course with an A+. He is supported by a 
very good family. His parents are kind people and they follow him in the 
right way. They are attentive to his scholastic results without being anx- 
ious, without getting glory out of his good grades, without putting pres- 
sure on him. It is one of those nice families that one would always like 
to have for our students, because with them there is always complete col- 
laboration between school and family, in the common interest of the stu- 
dent. Enrico is a lucky boy, from all points of view. He has a great pas- 
sion: swimming. When he arrives at my class, he is already intensely 
involved in this sport. Here too, his parents follow him very carefully, 
although it is not easy to fit an intensive activity within the family man- 
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agement. There are long hours to be spent at the swimming pool, the 
away meets to be reconciled with the scholastic commitments as well as 
with the other needs of the family. Nonetheless, they manage very well. 

Enrico is an #*, with the Ascendant in I, © and o% in conjunction in 
the 9" House. Such an intense sporting involvement allows him to let 
out his energy in a positive way. He is a balanced, tranquil boy and not 
at all aggressive. The © ¢ o’ in the 9" House expresses well the fact that 
he traveled a lot since he was very young, when he started to compete on 
an international level. 

lL used to live near the school where I taught, in the same area where 
the students lived. However, I never took part to the life of the 
neighborhood, and only occasionally used the stores of the area. Thus, I 
did not have many chances to meet the ex-students or their parents. 
However, every once in a while I would meet Enrico’s mother, and we 
would chat nicely, so that Enrico is one of the few students of mine 
whom I had news of on a regular base. 

After the end of the three-year course, Enrico enrolled in the secon- 
dary school specialized in scientific studies (Scientific Liceo), which he 
attended for the five standard years, with some problems here and there, 
but graduating with good grades. His athletic activities went on at the 
same rate. 


Rosanna is a pretty girl. With long curly hair and blue eyes, she is 
full of light. She is sunny, which fits nicely since she is a 2. However, 
the Ascendant in }, the ) in @ and the strong stellium in the 6" House 
mitigate the leonine values. At school, she manages without shining, but 
she has more than sufficient results, although they do not match her real 
potentiality. She has a lovely family, and they follow her, even though 
there is no real collaboration between the family and the school. And 
this is the norm, for most cases. She knows she is pretty, and she is 
gratified by the attention she generates among the male classmates. In 
the three years I spent with them, all the boys fell in love with her, and 
she played the ancient game of seduction with teenager’s coquetry, but 
without being involved. During the last year of classes, Rosanna’s scho- 
lastic results, which had been decent in the first two years, started to 
swing and decline: it is one of the most frequent signs of the difficult 
period of adolescence. The final exam did not go well and she had prob- 
lems especially in math, a subject that had always been her strong suit, so 
she finished her course with a C, which did not express her potential at 
all. Her family did not like this evaluation. Because of one of those bi- 
zarre mind mechanisms that often happen in the relations between school 
and family, they held me responsible for the low evaluation and they 
stopped talking to me. In fact, I had tried to obtain a higher grade at the 
exam, but I had been outvoted. You try to explain this... 
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Rosanna chose bookkeeping and I believed she studied it for the usual 
five years it requires. To be honest, I never had any news about her. In 
the following years, I occasionally would see her near the school, walk- 
ing with a boyfriend, the two of them kissing each other. The idea that 
she had chosen the street where the school was located for her meetings 
with her boyfriend amused me, but maybe she was just looking for famil- 
iar places to experiment those “adult” moments. 


FTER graduation, Enrico had to decide what to do. His mother 
‘tc told me that the boy did not have a clue about what major to 
NI Ny choose at the university. In the meantime, an offer had come 
G2™ from an American university to attend their classes for one year 
and, at the same time, train in the swimming pool with Americans. I 
agreed that seemed a good solution: the year in the USA would probably 
not help his university requirements but it would contribute to improving 
his English and to train him at a high level in swimming. His parents 
were inclined to let him go, and I congratulated with them: I do not know 
of many parents that would encourage a not-yet 20-year-old son to spend 
one year abroad, away from the family! Enrico went to the USA and the 
experience had excellent results. Soon after his return to Italy and the re- 
starting of his intensive sporting activity, 1 was happy to read of a very 
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important victory of his in the Gazzetta dello Sport. He had defeated 
the national champions in a race. I sent him a congratulatory telegram, 
reminding him that I used to tell him when he was a student: the 2000 
Olympic Games were waiting for him! In July 2000, he won the gold 
medal at the European Games in Helsinki in the 4 x 200 freestyle relay 
and he participated to the Olympic Games in Sydney as a member of the 
relay team. There our swimmers got the fourth place, but they made up 
for it during the following World Championship in Japan, where they 
won a splendid silver medal. 


T THE beginning of March 2000, while reading the obituary 
notices in the newspaper, my eyes were attracted like a magnet 
by Rosanna’s name. My first thought was that she had died in 
of a car accident. Full of sadness, I did what I never thought I 
would ever need to do: I went to the funeral of one of my students. 
There, I learned that soon after graduation, Rosanna had started having 
pains in her back and legs. Medical examinations found that she had 
cancer to the spine cord. It was not operable. Defeated by chemother- 
apy, Rosanna survived one year and a half, becoming paralyzed during 
the course of her illness. She died on a beautiful morning in March. She 
was twenty. I do not believe there are words to comment something like 
this. The evening of the day of the funeral, a schoolmate of hers phoned 
me. He had just heard the news and he asked me: “Prof., how can this 
happen at twenty?” 

Right. How could this happen? How can it happen that two parallel 
paths diverge so much, with one ending in tragedy? 

If we look at the two horoscopes, Enrico’s appears to be more prob- 
lematic—harsher. It has only one major positive aspect, a trine linking 
the conjunction of with the Q to § in the 8" House and the sextiles as- 
sociated with the ) o X in the 6" House. Rosanna’s horoscope has wider 
possibilities: a beautiful trine between the @ ) and X in TN and the trine 
that links ¥, the ruler of the Ascendant, to the nice O ¢ 2 in Q. This is a 
horoscope that hints, among other things, at strong creativity and a spe- 
cific artistic talent, which as far as I know had not yet come to light. 
Rosanna’s only upsetting aspect in her horoscope—when one thinks 
about it afterwards—is the position of the Ascendant nearby the axis of 
the 9’s, with » in conjunction with the Descendant. 

When one looks at the transits of October 1998, the period when the 
two stories separate completely, one can see that Enrico has a nice transit 
of E trining his natal 3“ house 4. ¥ is about to conjunct the © and o% at 
the beginning of the #*, while % is in squaring both of them, from the 
first degrees of 6. \ is transiting over the axis of the Q’s. » is transiting 
in the 12" House and squares the two planets in the natal 9" House. In 


? The major Italian Sport newspaper. 
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theory, this is not a favorable transit for a year-long sojourn abroad. Pos- 
sibly, this period was characterized by some psychological problems, but 
certainly the year spent in the USA helped Enrico to grow up both from a 
personal and athletic point of view. 

In Rosanna’s horoscope in the same period, transit P forms a nice 
trine with natal § in the 6" House. ¥ has just left its opposition to ¥ and 
the Q’s are slowly approaching the same position they occupied at the 
moment of Rosanna’s birth. In my opinion, these are not particularly 
meaningful transits, especially considering what happened. 

Astrology does not provide us with indisputable answers. Also, the 
sorrowful question of the schoolmate (“Prof., how can this happen at 
twenty?”) remains one of those questions that each of us answers in vari- 
ous ways, trying to find consolation when maybe that same consolation 
cannot be found. 


Books Considered 


The Circuitry of the Self: Astrology and the Developmental Model 


by Bruce Scofield 
One Reed Publications, PO Box 561, Amherst, MA 01004 
192 pages, paper. $12.95. 2001. 


he Circuitry of the Self: Astrology and the Developmental Model is an 
innovative book that demonstrates how human developmental stages 
correspond with planetary cycles. Bruce Scofield synthesizes astrol- 
ogy, psychology and biology and presents a scientific model to sup- 
port the theory that “planetary cycles establish imprints as we develop 
and these imprints structure our personality and, consequently, our destiny.” 
Scofield writes, “My astrological model is a map of the correspondences be- 
tween the relatively fixed motions of the Sun, Moon, and planets, and the adap- 
tive peculiarities of the human organism.” 
Scofield covers a lot of material in this book. In the early chapters, he explains 
some of the basic psychological concepts (self, ego, psyche, soul, etc.) and in- 
sights of Western psychology. He explores behavioral and developmental 
stages described by many of psychology’s best-known theoreticians, such as 
Freud, Piaget, Erikson and Adler. The Circuitry of the Self then provides a brief, 
but fascinating overview of several scientific studies that demonstrate a signifi- 
cant link between biological functions and astronomical cycles—things like ants 
using the sun’s angle as a guide when navigating to and from their nests; cir- 
cadian cycles which govern sleep and other bodily functions; and circalunar 
rhythms (based on the 28-day lunar cycle) that affect the feeding and mating 
cycles of many creatures. 
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Scofield discusses the eight-circuit model of consciousness and he describes 
the planetary circuits in detail—the lunar bio-survival circuit, the o circuit of 
individual power and autonomy, the ¢ circuit of learning and language, the 2 
socio-sexual circuit and the outer planet higher octave circuits. Scofield views 
birth charts as maps of psychological imprints and he describes how planetary 
aspects are reflected in the psyche. 

One of Scofield’s goals is to reduce the wide communication gap that exists 
between astrology and mainstream science. He stresses the importance of 
applying scientific modeling principles to astrology. Scofield’s model “serves 
as a reference point, one that incorporates a number of scientific disciplines, 
including psychology, biology, sociology, anthropology, as well as astrology.” 
He writes, “Pure science is simply a method, and it can be just as successfully 
applied to astrology as it has been to the social sciences.” Using scientific 
models gives astrologers a way to communicate with the rest of the scientific 
community. 

Scofield is a skilled writer who can convey complex concepts with clarity. 
In addition to his astrology books, he writes hiking guides and magazine articles, 
including some wonderful, humorous pieces. The Circuitry of the Self is clearly 
presented and well thought out. This is a very readable book, rich with informa- 
tion relevant to anyone who is serious about astrology. Scofield has created a 
viable scientific model which may help to validate astrology for mainstream 
society. Give this book a read; you will be rewarded with new insights about 
how planetary cycles mesh with stages of human development. 

—Leda Blumberg 


How to Start, Maintain, and Expand an Astrological Practice 
by The Organization for Professional Astrology 
P.O. Box 9237, Naples, FL 34101 
133 pages, paper. $17.95. 2001. 


NHANCING astrology’s professional image and giving astrologers 
the tools they need to succeed in business are the focus of the Organi- 
zation for Professional Astrology’s book, How to Start, Maintain, and 
Expand an Astrological Practice. The Organization for Professional 
Astrology (OPA) is dedicated to helping astrologers acquire skills and 
knowledge that can improve their lives both professionally and personally. With 
this intent in mind, a stellar group of astrologers has combined forces to create a 
book rich with information designed to help astrologers improve their profes- 
sional skills. 

How to Start, Maintain, and Expand an Astrological Practice is a compen- 
dium of articles filled with useful advice on how to run an astrological practice. 
In the book’s introduction, Bob Mulligan, President of OPA, writes, “We wrote 
this book so that people would have some systematic guideline about how to 
eam a living as a professional astrologer.” The book offers practical advice on 
“...how to open a practice, how to locate sources of income, how to advertise 
and market a practice, how to overcome the difficulties of being self-employed, 
how to design an office, how to establish good business practices, how to use 
community resources, how to work with other astrologers, how to contribute to 
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the astrological community, and so forth.” 
Originally published in 1991, this book was reissued in a more comprehen- 
sive edition in 2001. The chapter titles and the diversity of authors reveal the 
scope of this noteworthy book: “Marketing and Building Your Practice” by 
Georgia Stathis; “Planning Time and Space” by Chris McRae; “Preparing for 
Each Client” by Maureen Ambrose; “How a Counseling Astrologer Can Benefit 
from Research” by Mark McDonough; “Using the Internet to Expand Your 
Practice” by Rick Levine; “Teaching Astrology and Becoming a Self-published 
Astrological Author” by Robert P. Blaschke; “Professional Speaking” by Carole 
Devine; “Growing Your Business by Selling Reports” by Mark McDonough; 
“Financial Planning is for Everyone” by Michael Munkasey; 
“Building an Astrological Community” by Ray Merriman; “Us Versus Them: 
Astrology and the Professional World” by Joanne Wickenburg; “Ethics Train- 
ing” by David Cochran; and “The Importance of Peer Groups” by Arlan Wise. 
If you are an astrology student hoping to turn professional or an established 
astrologer planning to expand your practice, this book is for you. Whether you 
need suggestions for building a clientele, keeping financial records, expanding 
your practice on the internet, becoming self-published or finding new ways to 
market your skills, this book will be give you essential information. Increased 
business savvy can elevate a love for astrology into a successful career. 
“Astrology is unique in that it can be integrated with literally every profes- 
sion. It complements, facilitates and helps us to better understand every area of 
life experience,” writes Joanne Wickenburg in her chapter on astrology and the 
professional world. Astrologers have a great deal to offer others, and as Wick- 
enburg writes, “Respect is not born in isolation.” Astrologers would be wise to 
heed the advice of OPA and show the world that, yes, we have a lot to give, and 
we can give it in a respectful, responsible and ethical manner. Kudos to OPA 
for publishing this exceptionally important book for astrologers who want to 
turn their passion into their profession. —Leda Blumberg 


The Real Astrology Applied 
by John Frawley 
Apprentice Books, 85 Steeds Road, London N10 1JB, England 
i rentice.demon.co.uk 
218 pages, paper. £18.99. 2002 


RAWLEY’S previous book Ze Real Astrology deservedly won the 
Spica Award for International Book of the Year 2001. That book 
clearly distanced his subject, Traditional Astrology, from the many 
hybrid systems practiced nowadays under the generic name of West- 
em Astrology. It demonstrated the falsity of much current practice 
and introduced each of the different branches of the astrology that have come 
down to us from millennia of tradition. As such, Zhe Real Astrology was clearly 
an introductory text, one that surveyed its subject as a whole. 

The present book, subtitled Teachings from the Astrologer’s Apprentice, 
takes the next step, moving to a greater depth. For example, the previous book 
had one chapter on Houses; this is now expanded to twelve chapters, providing 
an exceptionally clear and comprehensive explanation for each of the Houses. 
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The book is divided into six sections, each split into different chapters. ‘In 
At The Deep End’, the first section, deals mainly with the key subjects of Essen- 
tial Dignity and Reception, together with Antiscia and Arabian Parts, and clari- 
fies many of the problems students encounter when trying to understand why it 
is that close positive aspects between planets sometimes give the desired reac- 
tions, yet fail at other times. 

‘Let’s Get This Straight’ contains seventeen parts that answer points that 
frequently trouble astrologers, these include the exact effect of the Moon‘s 
Nodes; the primary importance of the Fixed signs, especially when angular; the 
greed of the ever-hungry Moon; Hayz; Cazimi; and that odd phrase ‘increasing 
in number’ that is encountered so often in classical texts. 

‘The Master Astrologer: William Lilly’ provides useful insights into the po- 
litical and religious environment in which Lilly worked. 

“The Background’ is serious stuff, though presented in a light, readable style. 
Here the discussion begins with the switch from a spiritual background to an 
increasingly profane one that has entered not only astrology but so much of 
mankind’s daily thought since the Renaissance. It then moves on to Value, con- 
trasting the divinity of the Sun with the mortality associated with the Moon, 
briefly relating a history of wealth, from gold and silver to today’s artificial pa- 
per currencies, and associating this with the modern belief that our present 
knowledge is superior to that of all past cultures. Another essay, ‘The Moon as 
Mind’, compares the limited role Mercury plays in the assessment of a person’s 
mental capacity with the much greater importance of the Moon in this matter, a 
comparison that may surprise many moderns. 

‘Advanced Techniques’ contains a valuable assessment of temperament, 
against which the traditional astrologer is better able to assess how any aspect 
between two planets will manifest in life. Someone of a sanguine nature reacts 
very differently to a ) & o than does a melancholic, despite modern textbooks 
completely ignoring such a possibility. The author’s approach differs slightly 
from Lilly’s, which Frawley believes is misleading due to the way the various 
testimonies are weighted. The example chart, that of singer Roy Orbison, is 
clearly analyzed for his temperamental balance—predominantly sanguine but 
with a powerful melancholic streak, which provided him the opportunity to rise 
above what threatened to be a destructive melancholy through his rational facul- 
ties. This section also contains some worked medical charts. 

Finally, we have the excellent section on ‘The Houses’, referred to above. 

This is an excellent book. Like Frawley’s first, it is very readable; instruc- 
tions and ideas are well presented, often mixed with sparkling wit, and all is 
explained simply and clearly. Students may view this as a basic text, to be stud- 
ied alongside Lilly and other early masters of our craft. Long-time traditional 
practitioners will enjoy it simply as an entertainment. Astrologers of the modern 
schools (Humanist, Psychological, etc.) will view it as extremely dangerous, 
something that undermines the very basis of their approach to astrology. It is a 
book that should be read and re-read by all who intend calling themselves as- 
trologers. —Ken Gillman 
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PATRICE GUINARD, P».D. 
-- translation Matyas Becvarov — 


HE Animosity of the Historian 


Astrology and its history’ experienced a resurgence at the 
end of the 19” century under the conjunction of C and ¥ in 
Il. Historians present the subject as an absurd superstition, 
idolatry and a mental illness: the unworthy parent of astron- 
omy is supposed to have infected the various domains of 
culture for more than two thousand years. No academic historian treats it 
favorably: some writers merely temper their hostility.” When dealing 
with astrologers, the historian feels justified in using reproaches and re- 
bukes that even ethnologists have learned to suppress in their works 
about societies without the written word. There is no end to the doubtful 
allegations proffered by these ideologues of the memory of cultures, 
whose blindness is even more offensive because they are by far the better 
informed detractors of astrology. One can also find among the ranks of 
the most bitterly opposed certain ex-astrologers, disillusioned by their 
incapacity to make an original contribution to the field: "those who 


' Cf. Peter Jensen, Die Kosmologie der Babylonier, Strasbourg, 1890; Franz 
Boll, Studien iiber Claudius Ptoleméus, Leipzig, Teubner, 1894; the first volume 
of Catalogus Codicum Astrologorum Graecorum, Brussels, 1898; Auguste Bou- 
ché-Leclercq, Lastrologie grecque, Paris, Emest Leroux, 1899 (of which certain 
chapters appeared separately from 1884 forward); and last but not least the first 
history of Babylonian astrology: Archibald Sayce, "The Astronomy and Astrol- 
ogy of the Babylonians," in: Transactions of the Society of Biblical Archae- 
ology, 3, 1874. 

? Lynn Thorndike (born in Lynn, Mass. 24 July 1882, died in 1965), due to the 
enormous amount of work he did in the collection and presentation of medieval 
texts on astrology, and despite his allegations presented in the second volume of 
his History of Magic and Experimental Science (New York, Columbia Univer- 
sity Press, 1923) can be considered a sympathizer of astrology. 

3 Cf the medievalist Max Lejbowicz, author of an Introduction 4 l'astrologie 
conditionnelle (Autun [impr.], C-E.F.A., 1977), a textbook, along the lines of the 
treatises of Jean-Pierre Nicola, his former teacher, or also Jacques Hallbronn in 
his Clefs pour l'astrologie (rev. ed. Seghers, 1993). Also noteworthy is the exis- 
tence of apuerile anti-astrological tactic (an amalgamation of astrology and 
extrinsic practices, outmoded problematics, truncated references, etc.), that 
sends "astrologers" back to their calculated ignorance in texts supposedly de- 
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have tried to be astrologers but failed," the seventh of ten categories of 
the enemies of astrology according to Albumasar.* 

The disdain of Bouché-Leclercq is accompanied by an offhanded ar- 
rogance vis-a-vis pre-Hellenic civilizations in general, at a time when 
one underestimated the considerable advances made by Babylonian cul- 
ture in algebra, astronomy and medicine.’ Franz Cumont, editor of the 
famous anthology of Greek astrological texts, notes in his preface (in 
Latin): "The vanity of this false doctrine having been exposed to view, 
no one will dare to take interest [after the 17th c.] in the hoaxes of false 
prophets, and this art, just like the books by means of which it was 
taught, will fall completely away from memory."® According to Pierre 
Duhem, a victim of the "analogic thought" that he purports to dismiss, 
astrology supposedly served no purpose other than that of paving the 
way for the discovery of universal gravity.’ For Jean-Charles Houzeau, 
an emulator of Auguste Comte and his evolutionist theory of the three 
successive stages of human reason, astrology is said to follow worship of 
the stars and to precede astronomy: "All the nations that have continued 
up to the age of systems have given up this false science. It was the sec- 
ond general stage, just as worship of the stars was the first."* There have 
been many conflicting views and precipitous affirmations, such as the 
one made by Johannes Stoeffler (1452-1531) in his Almanach (Ulm, 
1499) about a devastating flood supposed to accompany the conjunction 
of 1524—or the notion that says science has demonstrated the futility of 
astrology.” 


signed to instruct them and which, vis-a-vis the academic milieu, reserve for 
themselves any attenuating circumstances that compromise their interlocutors. 
* cited in Thorndike, op. cit., vol. 3, p. 264. 

2 Bouché-Leclercq qualifies astrology as an "unsound system" in his Histoire de 
la divination dans |'Antiquité (Paris, Emest Leroux, 1879, vol. 1, p. 257): "One 
ends up feeling a type of horror for this chaos in which misguided human intel- 
ligence has thrashed about for so long.” (op. cit., p. 246) Relying on the docu- 
mentation available to him during his lifetime, he denies the existence of a 
Chaldean horoscope (in: L‘astrologie grecque, Paris, Ernest Leroux, 1899, pp. 
50 and 83). 

6 in Catalogus Codicum Astrologorum Graecorum, Brussels, 1898, vol. 1, p. V. 
Cumont subsumes astrology under "mythology formulated in axioms" (in Lux 
perpetua, Paris, Geuthner, 1949, p. 312). 

7 in Le systéme du monde, Hermann, 1958, vol. 8, pp. 500-501. 

® Jean-Charles Houzeau and Albert Lancaster, Bibliographie générale de I'as- 
tronomie, Académie Royale de Belgique, 1887, vol. 1, p. 31. 

° The 310-page introduction to the Bibliographic on astronomy and on astrology 
constitutes the first brief modern history of astrology written in the French lan- 
guage. The fact that the first historians of astrology at the end of the 19" cen- 
tury and the beginning of the 20" century pilfered rather liberally from the sec- 
ondary documentation of their elder rationalists, who were specialists in super- 
stition and more than hostile to astrology, explains the perpetuation of clichés 
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This positivist attitude, already rendered passé at the end of the 19” 
century by the philosophies of Dilthey, Nietzsche, Peirce and Bergson, 
showed itself to be completely ridiculous a few decades later. Upheld by 
the likes of a Robert Eisler, author of the classic anti-astrology text of the 
1940's,!° or by the historian of science George Sarton, who describes as- 
trology as a "perverse synthesis" of the irrational and the rational, whose 
"unlikely design has seduced the natural stupidity of man.""' Otto 
Neugebauer, who in 1951 in the journal Jsis'” judiciously reproached 
Sarton for his lack of knowledge of the historical importance of astrology 
for understanding the evolution of astronomical thought, nonetheless 
counts Greek astrology among "the most absurd doctrines to arise from 
pseudo-rational superstition that have contributed a heavy load to the 
‘darkness’ of subsequent ages.""? The historian Ernst Zinner, director of 
the Bamberg Observatory, notes: "Not the slightest idea, no discernment, 
no understanding at all of modern astronomy: such were the characteris- 
tics of the astrologer. It is fortunate that the royal art of astrology degen- 
erated,"* 

Their disciples took up the arguments of their masters, which became 
like a beacon emitted from the authorities of the scientific community, 
and the pupils seemed to give a wink of the eye to indicate that they ac- 
cepted the consensus and took up the baton. At times their hostility re- 
duced itself to mere insinuations against a chimerical body of knowl- 
edge, of which they nonetheless undertook historical study.’” Their sup- 


such as the suppression of astrology by Colbert in 1666, or the justification of 
Kepler's horoscopic activity by saying that he did it in order to earn money. 

°° The work is slapdash, confused, riddled with errors, contradictions and comi- 
cal interpretations. For example, the agitation of patients in asylums on nights 
when the moon is full is explained by the moon's brightness (in: The Royal Art 
of Astrology, London, Herbert Joseph, 1946, p. 144.) The author neglects to 
mention whether or not the dormitories have drawn shades or are open to the 
sky. 

"! George Sarton, A History of Science, Cambridge (Mass.), Harvard University 
Press, 1952, vol. 1, p. 120. 

" The first journal of general scope on the history of science, founded in 1913. 
3 in "The Survival of Babylonian Methods in the Exact Sciences of Antiquity 
and the Middle Ages," Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society, 
107.6, 1963, p. 532. 

\4 in The Stars Above Us, Freiberg, 1953, English translation published by 
Scribner, New York, 1957, p. 84. 

'S Gérard Simon (in Kepler astronome astrologue, Paris, Gallimard, 1979), who 
ran into the brick wall of the Tertius interveniens, the principal astrological trea- 
tise of Kepler, denies to astrology the status of knowledge (p. 14), doubts the 
very usefulness of undertaking study of the subject and considers "incredible" 
the fact that Kepler could have shown interest in it (p. 83)! Hervé Drévillon (in: 
Lire et écrire l'avenir, Seyssel, (Ain), Champ Vallon, 1996) compares in a 
trivilializing sort of way science and astrology, reason and superstition, knowl- 
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position is this: that Neolithic peoples and their cultures, the Babyloni- 
ans, the Greeks, the Chinese, the Arabs and the people of the Middle 
Ages conceptualized reality under the constraint of various degrees of 
superstition and intellectual immaturity, which modern reason, emanci- 
pated from such foolish notions, prejudices and outmoded ideologies, has 
managed to eradicate. 

The emotional reaction of rejection evinced by the majority of histo- 
rians of science, religion and philosophy (i-e., those not specializing spe- 
cifically in the history of astrology, and who stumble dumbfounded upon 
the incongruous presence of astrology in their chosen field of study'’) 
becomes in the case of specialists a policy of active depreciation, for 
such is the danger of appearing ideologically suspect in the eyes of the 
scientific community. In fact, their studies could indeed render service 
to astrologers—these latter day adepts in the old superstitions—and do 
something to rehabilitate in the eyes of the public this "pseudo-science" 
definitively discredited by the community of scientists. 

But how could these negative preconceptions be turned to the benefit 
of sound reasoning, with a goal of interpretation without bias? The ditch 
dug by two centuries of narrow-minded rationalism and positivism de- 
cidedly moves the stream away from the knowledge base of astrol- 
ogy,” but also away from historical truth and the understanding of cul- 


edge and belief, natal astrology and judiciary astrology, without ever really 
questioning the uncertainties and the permeability of the borders between those 
fields in the mentality of the 17" century. He relies on ideological and moralis- 
tic discourse rather than on the men of science and the astrologers of that period. 
In the "psycho-socio-historical" approach of Georges Minois, astrology is la- 
beled a superstition and assimilated into divinatory practices (in: Histoire de 
l'avenir, Fayard, 1996). This superficial and pretentious work by the master of 
"cross-disciplinary studies" speaks of "genethliologie"! (pp. 66 and 70) and cites 
Tester in abundance (pp. 23, 65, 178, 180 and 320), even to the point of borrow- 
ing his blunders (p. 359) with regard to Jean-Baptiste Morin de Villefranche, 
whom he believes to have been bom in Frankfurt am Rhein and to have died in 
1659! 

‘© It is still a frequent occurrence in research departments of French universities 
among historians of science and religion—and not only among the junior 
staffers—to mimic the skeptical, ironic and condescending tone of Bouché- 
Leclercq, quite without realizing the ridiculous anachronism of their posture that 
has already begun to become outmoded on the other side of the Atlantic and 
across the English Channel. "Incompetence" does not seem to hold anyone back 
from making categorical statements: "To explain by what stages, after having 
received Babylonian astrology, Hellenism modified it, would not only be fas- 
tidious and pointless, but lies outside the scope of my intents and my competen- 
cies." (Jean Bottéro, "L'astrologie est née en Mésopotamie," in ‘Histoire 141, 
1991, p. 29.) 

"Tn Le Petit Robert 2, that mirror of official culture designed for the masses, 
most of the reknowned astrologers are thrown out like the baby with the bathwa- 
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tural history in its broader outlines, not only ancient and medieval, but 
also classical, modern and "post-modern.” Thorndike warns historians 
against "the perils of writing a history of science without keeping con- 
stantly in mind the presence of astrology."’® He admonishes similarly in 
regard to epistemologists whose "history" consists only of those ideas 
that have been corroborated by current research. The person beached on 
the shore of the data and consensus opinion of the scientific community, 
an ideologue of the history of science, spies out what he calls "epistemo- 
logical ruptures," by which concept he means to relegate to insignifi- 
cance and illegitimacy as "pseudo-knowledge" entire strata of cultures 
from the past, simply because those strata that do not agree with the pre- 
sent state of research in the dominant paradigm. Charles Webster notes 
that there is not very much difference between the universe of Newton 
(in whose library numerous works on astrology with annotations were 
found) and that of Paracelsus: both men contributed equally to the proc- 
ess of cultural creation and transformation."° 

The most ingenious process for devaluing astrology is the one that 
consists of denying it all cognitive value by virtue of its genealogy: the 
master thinkers in the history of astrology (Franz Cumont, Franz Boll, 
Wilhelm Gundel, Otto Neugebauer and David Pingree) have successfully 
dispelled the idea of the autochthonous emergence of astrology within 
vastly different cultures by proving its sole origin (Akkadian) and by fol- 
lowing its course of development through Alexandrine Egypt, the Per- 
sians and the Syrians, in Greece and Rome, in India, and finally the Ar- 
abs and medieval Europe. Even if this diffusionist schema forgets to in- 
clude some parts of Chinese and Indian astrology (in particular the ques- 
tion of the 28 lunar "houses"), it has been judged adequate to justify a 
minimalist interpretation and to reduce astrology to "astrolatry," i.e. to 
the the supposed mentality claimed to have obtained at the time of its 
birth in the worship of the stars. 

Now, astronomy itself followed the same course of development: but 
it was obviously more adept at hiding its origins than was astrology! 
Moreover, it goes unexplained why astrology has had the privilege of 
being universally accepted within the framework of the most diverse cul- 
tures, which is inconceivable for a simple belief, superstition or divina- 
tory practice, just as it is for a religion, philosophy, or ideology. A num- 


ter: Berossus, Dorotheus of Sidon, Antiochus of Athens, Vettius Valens, Varaha 
Mihira, Albumasar, Lacabitius, Guido Bonatti, Jean-Baptiste Morin, et alia 
while on the other hand kings of little importance and politicians, obscure paint- 
ers and insipid theologians abound. 

'8 in A History of Magic and Experimental Science, New Y ork, Columbia Uni- 
versity Press, 1941, vol. 6, p. 94; also vol. 5, p. 377. 

*° Cf. From Paracelsus to Newton, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge 
(UK), 1982. 
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ber of other deprecatory practices are used, together or separately, by 
historians hostile to astrology: 


1. Setting up the arguments of astrologers against those of their 
opponents.” 

2. Conflating, more or less consciously, "popular" and "serious" 
astrology.’ 

3. Ignoring the effective content of astrological models and trea- 


tises and, at best, contenting oneself with the drawing up of 
catalogues, or the editing of texts without translating them; or, 
on the other hand, doing a work of very detailed exegesis on 
texts often of minor interest astrologically, all the while holding 
one's distance from a true comprehensive approach.” 

4. Condemning or passing over in silence any new evidence that 
does not agree with the models of antiquity; or, on the other 
hand, dismissing the subject on the basis of differences be- 
tween several models.”? 

5: Studying astrology with an external bias (e.g., religion, astron- 
omy, politics, semiotics, sociology, psychoanalysis, ethnology, 
etc.), which is predisposed to the notion of the disappearance of 
astrology as an autonomous field of knowledge.” 


” For example, Pierre Duhem (in Le systéme du monde, Hermann, 1913-17, 5 
vols., and 1954-59, 5 vols.); Theodore Wedel (in The Mediaeval Attitude To- 
ward Astrology, New Haven, Yale University Press, 1920); Eugenio Garin, who 
speaks of the "mythico-religious fantasies of 'influences' and 'images" (in Le 
codiaque de la vie, Roma, 1976, French translation published by Belles Lettres, 
1991, p. 14); or Jim Tester (in A History of Western Astrology, 1987, New York, 
Ballantine Books, 1989). This last work, riddled with errors of date and factual 
content (e.g. the birth of Jean-Baptiste Morin in Frankfurt am Main and his 
death in 1659!) reveals a superficial knowledge of its subject. The author con- 
fuses choices and questions, as well as the meaning of the Houses (cf. for exam- 
ple p. 240). 

*! This process is presented by Max Laistner as a major source of the misunder- 
standing of astrological reality (in: "The Western Church and Astrology During 
the Early Middle Ages," Harvard Theological Review, 34, 1941, p. 253.) It is 
used with especial gusto in some rare studies taking aim at contemporary astrol- 
ogy. 

®? Lastrologie by Will Erich Peuckert (Stuttgart, 1960; French translation pub- 
lished by Payot, 1965) remains to this day the best comprehensive introduction 
to the history of astrology. 

?3 Bouché-Leclercq hones this practice to a fine art in his Astrologie grecque, 
believing that he thus refutes astrology. Wishful thinking! He has yet to ap- 
proach the history of the sciences! 

** astrology, which played a preponderant role in ancient cultures, has found no 
"section" in moder research institutes, as though it could be covered in a mar- 
ginal way without altering the pertinence of analyses of those cultures. 
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6. Attempting to expose an "internal" point of view, all the while 
considering astrology a priori to be an extinct superstition 
rather than a living field of study. 


It is the particular paradox of historians of astrology to ignore its re- 
cent advances. How can one evaluate the theories and models of the past 
without the light thrown on them by their modern formulation, and with- 
out knowledge of the state of current research? As long as historians 
continue to believe that a few popular handbooks suffice to give account 
of contemporary astrological reality despite its inquiries and investiga- 
tions, it cannot possibly be a question of any enlightened study. More- 
over, it is not a question of astrology needing just one history (be it the 
one approached from a sociological point of view, as with Cumont, or an 
astronomical one as with Neugebauer and Pingree, or a political one as 
with Cramer), what is needed is an epistemology, i.e. a critical reflection 
on the birth, transformation and future of astrology's models, which pre- 
supposes a judicious understanding of its operative structures. The study 
of astrology requires its own space, one that does not falsify its perspec- 
tive, does not alter its own point of view, and does not deny its very exis- 
tence. 

Bouché-Leclercq” makes the mistake of believing that his analyses 
dismiss texts without any inherent interest, to which he has devoted— 
with distaste—long years of difficult toil. But it is not through reading 
his work that one comes to understand Greek astrology, it is rather 
through studying the translations and commentaries that astrologers have 
begun to publish in this second period of the rebirth of astrology, which 
began under the X o ¥ of 1993.”’ And even if the history of astrology in 
the second half of this century has moved beyond the positivist stage of 
narrow-minded rejection of its object of study, it still shows itself in- 
variably in an attitude of analytical salvage, which fails to recognize or 
dismisses outright the original contributions of astrology's thinkers, con- 
tributions that are often formulated in a way foreign to the criteria of 


5 Hilary Carey criticizes the attitude of her elders (Courting Disaster, London, 
Macmillan, 1992, pp. 4-5) while at the same time distancing herself from mod- 
em astrology (pp. 168 and 259). Cf. also Ann Geneva, Astrology and the Seven- 
teenth Century Mind, Manchester University Press, 1995, Chapter 1: "For as- 
trology needs its history" (pp. 1-16). 

°6 The distant precursor of anti-astrological historians is Claudius Salmasius, 
author of De annis climactericis et antiqua astrologia diatribae (Leyden, El- 
sevier, 1648). 

* Robert Schmidt and Robert Hand have, since 1993, translated and edited clas- 
sic texts of astrology: the Greek series includes Antiochus, Paul of Alexandria, 
Vettius Valens, Ptolemy, Hephaestion and Dorotheus (these texts appear within 
the framework of Project Hindsight, Berkeley Springs, The Golden Hind Press). 
Cf. also Robert Hand, Night & Day, Arhat/The Golden Hind Press, 1995. 
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modern rationality, which means that the contributions are denigrated 
precisely because they are formulated in that manner. 

Despite the qualitative difference between astrological literature and 
the epi-astrological works of the academy, one learns more about astrol- 
ogy through reading the former, because it shows matrix-based reason in 
action, and, despite its bumblings and inadequacies, does manage to ex- 
press something of that reality. Astrology is by no means a ragbag of 
obsolete superstitions as it is styled by the professional historian. It is 
rather a body of knowledge that functions beyond the confines of discur- 
sive reason and dualistic thought, beyond the borders of simple interpre- 
tation of the visible on the basis of mental solicitations, and arises from 
an appeal to a larger reason, an opening of the mind to the entirety of 
psychic potential. The historian's animosity, his pronounced disdain and 
his lack of understanding of living astrology should be no cause for sur- 
prise: the position such retributive thinkers occupy or claim for them- 
selves leaves them no alternative but to enter as a foreigner and survey 
the ravaged country of astrologer. 


Sociological Sophistry 


"All our sociology knows no other instinct than that of the herd, 
that is to say, of zeroes added together.” 


(Mietzsche : Fragments Posthumes 1888-1889) 


HE SOCIOLOGIST, contrary to the historian, is not familiar 

with astrology and wants to know nothing about it: it has inter- 

est for him only as a cultural syndrome and a resurgence within 

the environment of modern thought of an archaic, irrational, 

folk mentality. Hence, he limits himself to interrogating the activity of 

the astrologer—whom he considers a barbarian gone astray in the mod- 

ern technopolis, not a truth-seeker or a man of learning, but simply a 

charlatan, an exploiter of the public's gullibility or the instigator of a re- 

turn to popular superstition. Edgar Morin: "At the moment in which man 

made his first steps on the moon, somewhere on Earth the cult of Ma- 
dame Sun expired."” 

The German philosopher Theodor Adorno made public in 1951 his 

"Theses Against Occultism," which he developed further in 1957 by add- 

ing an analysis of the astrology column” of the American popularizer 


* This edifying remark from Le Retour des astrologues (1971) is repeated in the 
new edition: La croyance astrologique moderne, Lausanne, L'Age de I'Homme, 
1981, p. 33. 

*° which appeared between November 1952 and February 1953. 
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Carroll Righter, a disciple of Evangeline Adams.” The "horoscopes" of 
mass-market newspapers have become a favorite object of sociological 
investigation.’ They rest on commonly held beliefs, reinforce accepted 
values and are "in harmony with the culture industry in its totality.""° To 
put it another way, they purvey no individualized awareness, but rather 
reflect opinions and prejudices shared by the reading public, astrologers 
and those in charge of the production of mass culture. 

The jack-of-all-trades Roland Barthes formulated the same critique in 
regard to the astrology column of a women's magazine: astrology "is not 
a path of evasion, but rather realistic evidence of the life conditions of 
the employee, of the shop clerk." The observation is justified in so far 
as it does not extend to a general critique of astrology, of which the pa- 
per-pushers of astrology columns are held to be representatives. The 
legitimacy of psychoanalysis is not judged on the basis of the radio gos- 
sip sessions of such and such a talk show host popular at the moment. 
The aptness of an economic theory is not determined by taking the opin- 
ion of someone selling socks on a street comer. It is only logical that 
mediated subjects should express mediated opinions: in this regard, as- 
trology suffers the same fate as any other discipline. 

But the sociologist, by taking aim at astrology as his laughing stock, 
merely corroborates the lamentable scenarios one finds in mediated 
wheeling and dealing. He does not study astrology; his attention rests 
only on its parody, i.e. "mass astrology." Nor does he study the astrolo- 
ger, but only the histrionic public figure that the media encourage and 
that sociological discourse takes as its object. He appears to remain 
oblivious to the fact that in order to get an astrological column published 
one need not necessarily be an astrologer: one may also be a comedian, a 
singer, a businessman or a loan shark. 

The anti-astrological argumentation of sociologists is neither serious 
nor carefully worked out. It is clear with what precipitation Edgar Morin 
launched his team of sharpshooters into pursuit of their prey. The soci- 
ologist, who works within the confines of the scientific industry, has as it 
is hard work defending the "orthodox" nature of his activity. What is re- 
quired of him is a literary and moralistic exercise on the condition of all 
the marginalized categories of knowledge, with a view to their accultura- 
tion and subordination to the necessities and ideals of modernity. His 
function is to give an account of the paradoxical activity of these margin- 


*° Theses Against Occultism" and "The Stars Down to Earth: the Los Angeles 
Times Astrology Column," republished in Zelos 19, 1974. 

3! The first astrology columns in newspapers—these new avatars of the popular 
almanacs and calendars of the Renaissance—appeared in 1928 in the United 
States, in the Sunday Express, before being taken up in Europe a few years later. 
® Adorno, op. cit., p. 36. 

33 in Mythologies, Paris, Le Seuil, 1957, p. 168. 
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alized bodies of knowledge and to illustrate through his analyses the 
various manifestations of the crisis of modern consciousness. 

Recent sociological studies show that "belief" in astrology—the 
matter of belief always being a presupposition in this area, whereas for 
science it is a matter of knowledge—is inversely proportional to the level 
of scientific comprehension on the part of the people interviewed. The 
results, then, are nothing more than the following rather trivial observa- 
tion: the more the mind is educated and conditioned by scientific mental- 
ity, the less receptive it is to what it finds unfamiliar. What can one hope 
to find by taking the pulse of popular opinion if not the results of the ac- 
tion of the dominant mentality on people's minds? Unless, of course, the 
true work of the sociologist consists precisely of verifying whether the 
means of ideological indoctrination are in good working order. 

Sociological discourse can gild the most biased and underhanded 
kinds of anti-astrology. Its function is to reproduce the opinion and 
prejudices of the scientific community, despite the fact that it is itself the 
poor relation of the group that community claims as its own.’ The soci- 
ologist, a by-product of the scientific juggernaut, justifies himself by re- 
flecting in his discourse the transparency of scientistic ideology, without 
being obliged to interrogate the presuppositions of his own investigative 
process. To my knowledge, there is no sociological study on the caste of 
sociologists. The anti-astrology of sociologists consists first in postulat- 
ing that astrology should be an object of study for sociology, but never 
that science,” astronomy, or sociology itself be such an object. 

The investigative process of Adorno has the bright idea of interpret- 
ing the resurgence of astrology on the basis of the complications that 
proceed from the division of labor in general and that of science in par- 
ticular. Astrology is held to be a stopgap without intrinsic value, the 
more or less deluded function of which is ostensibly to fill in the chasms 
between cognitive fields (notably astronomy and psychology) that have 
no manifest relationship to each other: "The opacity of astrology is noth- 
ing other than the opacity that predominates between various scientific 
domains that cannot be joined by any significant thread.""’ Similarly, the 
astrologer is ostensibly the one who makes his living from this rupture 
and from the general dissatisfaction that the social division of labor cre- 
ates in its wake: "Astrological folly can be interpreted principally as a 


** Cf. Martin Bauer and John Durant, "Belief in Astrology: a Social- 
Psychological Analysis" in Culture and Cosmos, 1, 1997. 

35 "Astrological knowledge, however, answers none of the admitted criteria of 
legitimacy." (Daniel Gros, in La croyance astrologique moderne, p. 192.) 

°° Cf. nonetheless the works of Bruno Latour on the microsociology of research 
laboratories (Paris, La Découverte). 

37 Adorno, op. cit., p. 86. 
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commercial exploitation [of this rupture and] of this mindset, the one like 
the other presupposing and corroborating retrograde tendencies."** 

Astrology is held to have as it function the dissimulation of the causes 
of social imbalance and to carry off the astrologer and his subject in a 
rapture arising from beatific acceptation of the information. Now, al- 
though that observation does apply to mediated pseudo-astrology, the 
majority of discourses apply that caricatured imaged to astrology and 
astrologers in general. Likewise, they tend paradoxically to legitimate 
the by-products that "critical analysis," with its Freudian base of assump- 
tions, tries to dismiss. 

The sociologist Daniel Gros, a disciple of Pierre Bourdieu, reports 
some confidences uttered by real astrologers, led into a trap on that par- 
ticular occasion, and upholds the theory that astrologers belong to the 
category of the "socially maladapted."*” He "perceives the profession of 
astrologer through a hypothesis of behavior involving failure."° Haz- 
ardous consequences are drawn from a few cases of this type of person, 
whose purposes have been carefully filtered so that only material appears 
that supports the presuppositions of the author's interpretation, which is 
paternalistic: "The astrologer is motivated by the desire for knowledge 
that he has most often not been able to acquire due to his social ori- 
gins."*' From this thought derives the conclusion, which is in fact the 
initial hypothesis: "Astrology is not considered here as an end in itself, 
but rather as a symbolic means of going beyond an incapacity to com- 
pose rationally a global vision of the world."*” 

The socially maladapted person is he who has not had the opportunity 
to comply with the functions rewarded by the established order! His dis- 
satisfaction comes from the fact that he fails to appreciate the value of 
institutional knowledge and that he is constrained to beat his head against 
this wall called astrology! The rational and global vision of the world is 
no doubt the one put forward by scientistic ideology and its mechanized 
universe! 

The anti-astrological agenda becomes clear: first one marginalizes the 
astrologer by throwing overboard any educational structures or research, 
then one denounces his marginality and gives to it fantastic explana- 
tions—because he would necessarily have to leave astrology behind to 
enter the academy—and as a third step one devotes one's attention to the 


8 Adorno, op. cit., p. 88. 

® in La profession d'astrologue, Thesis, E.H.E.S.S., 1984, directed by Edgar 
Morin, p. 183. 

* Gros, op. cit., p. 144. 

“| in La croyance astrologique moderne, p. 193. The argument has perhaps its 
bit of truth: in point of fact, following one's social milieu and educational level, 
one can become a salesman, someone who does horoscopes, or a sociologist, 
and still carry the same baggage of prejudices and end up saying the same thing! 
® Gros, op. cit., p. 193. 
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proliferation of parasites who take on the appearance of astrologers for 
the public and the mass media, which justifies in the eyes of the intelli- 
gentsia the maintenance of the entire process. Hence: ideology gags the 
astrologer; business puts words in the mouth of its patsy. 

The caricatured and arrogant approach of the sociologist finds its 
echo in the wheeling and dealing of editors: the readers of astrological 
books are held to be of middling intellect and to lack almost entirely any 
critical sense. Astrological texts are categorized together with sports, 
games and leisure activities. Their readers are identified by editors for 
the mass market and their underlings as consumers looking for a combi- 
nation of something pleasant to read and a few recipes. And often, alas!, 
the reader effectively becomes what the structures of media production 
encourage him to be. On the other hand, there is no fear with regard to 
the average readership of popular scientific literature that it will abandon 
the party line, because it exists under the auspices of the scientific insti- 
tution. Consequently, the readers do not really need to comprehend the 
theories presented, but only to accept them as discourse that enjoys the 
label of legitimation. 

The development of serious astrology and its institutionalization have 
often been accompanied by repressive measures meant to stem the pro- 
liferation of charlatans. Thrasyllus, the counselor of the Emperor Ti- 
berius, was possibly the most important astrologer of history from a po- 
litical point of view. He ostensibly influenced legislation intended to 
restrict divinatory practices and to impose standards of quality on the 
profession of astrologer.*? A century later Emperor Hadrian seems to 
have had the same concerns: "Certain professors of astronomy, without 
doubt among them many who also taught astrological theories, may have 
received chairs at the Roman state university, the Athenaeum, from its 
foundation (134 A.D.). That seems probable by virtue of the fact that the 
founder of the first Latin university, the emperor Hadrian, was not only 
himself an adept at astrology, but also a renowned practitioner.’ It is 
attested that a century after the founding of the university in Rome, the 
Emperor Alexander Severus encouraged the development of astrology in 
it, no doubt to restrain the activity of charlatans.*° 

A millennium later, Alfonso X El Sabio (1221-1284), king of Castile 
and Leon, a protector of knowledge and astrology, was the instigator of 
translations of Arabic treatises first into Spanish and then into Latin, to- 
gether with the composition of an astrological summary, the Libros del 
saber de astronomia. He was also the motive force behind an astrologi- 


* On the edict of the year 11 A.D., promulgated under Augustus, cf. Frederick 
Cramer, Astrology in Roman Law and Politics, Philadelphia, The American Phi- 
losophical Society, 1954, pp. 248-250. 

Cramer, ibid. 
* Cramer, op. cit., pp. 174 and 279. 
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cal treatise, Libro de las cruzes (1259), and the famous Alphonsine Ta- 
bles (ca. 1252). He founded a chair of astrology at the University of 
Salamanca and in his own turn promulgated judicial measures against 
charlatans: "Divination of the future through the stars is authorized for 
persons properly trained in astronomy, beyond the other types of divina- 
tion which are forbidden."“° 

Astrology becomes a sub-literature when there are removed from it 
the means to develop as an autonomous domain of knowledge and when 
the multiplication of charlatans is encouraged. Locked into the ghetto of 
schools and ephemeral associations, astrology does not have access to 
the resources available in centers of research and teaching. Its lack of 
recognition by the academy and the precarious socio-professional status 
of its practitioners create a field of freedom larger than that of other dis- 
ciplines, a kind of "no man's land" of free expression (and a trusting au- 
dience) that occasion its exposure to all sorts of eccentrics, parasites, vi- 
sionaries, and incompetents. André Barbault distinguishes six categories 
of them.*” 

The resolutely pluralist conception of astrology sets itself apart from 
the interchangeability of the dominant discourses and their collapse into 
themselves. Because astrology is unreconcilable with them, it is capable 
of containing those discourses and of justifying them formally, from its 
matrix base. It goes without saying that precisely the opposite of this 
idea is encouraged by the media and by sociology. That is why the in- 
sanity of pseudo-astrology becomes the plaything of cynics who take it 
in hand: astrology is tolerated only as a placebo, with a corresponding 
disfiguration of its fundamental nature. Sociological analyses, with their 
apparatus of surveys and questionnaires, by giving the emphasis to the 
confusion between true astrologers and their falsifiers (themselves over- 
whelmed by the flourishing commerce of telecommunications services), 
are no more than a redoubling echo of the travesty perpetrated on astrol- 
ogy by the media. 


“ Lynn Thorndike, A History of Magic and Experimental Science, New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1923, vol. 2, p. 814. 

*” in Défense et illustration de l'astrologie, Grasset, 1955, p. 282-290. In fact, it 
is inconceivable that the holder of a first degree in science can qualify as a 
mathematician, even if he has behind him a dozen years of algebra and analytic 
mathematics. On the other hand, unfortunately, the neophyte in astrology tends 
to consider himself a legitimate astrologer after having perused a few book and 
attended a few workshops. The many astrological "cookbooks" content them- 
selves to use material from a small number of original works, among them (in 
France), the Traité d‘astrologie rationnelle of Dom Néroman (Paris, Sous Le 
Ciel, 1943), Les astres et I'histotre of André Barbault (Paris, Pauvert, 1967), La 
condition solaire de Jean-Pierre Nicola (Paris, Editions Traditionnelles, 1964), 
the Fondements et avenir de l'astrologie of Daniel Verney (Paris, Fayard, 1974). 
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Ruth Baker, aregular contributor on horary matters in Considerations, is a 
professional violinist. She lives on the Essex coast in England 


Leda Blumberg is a freelance writer who has been fascinated with astrology for 
over 25 years. She lives on a farm in New York State where she trains horses, 
writes children's books and reads as many astrology books as possible. 


Grazia Bordoni is one of astrology’s leading data collectors. Her Datanotizie, 
now in its ninth year of publication, is an accurate, up-to-date, mundane and 
natal data source. She lives in Vidigulfo, Italy. 


Didier Castille is the author of several papers concerning statistical studies in 
astrology. Didier lives in Lille, France. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


When not attempting to save oil-soaked birds along the seashore, Nicole 
Girard, a former science teacher, associates solar eclipses with terrestrial 
upheavals from her home in Normandy, France. 


Patrice Guinard obtained his Doctorate in astrology in 1993 at the Sorbonne 
(Department of Philosophy, University of Paris). For more of his thoughtful 
writings visit the C.U.R.A. web site at http://cura.free.fr/cura-en.htm1. 


One of the many delights in reading the novels of Thomas Hardy (1840-1928) 
is to recognize his awareness of the changing events in the night sky and enjoy 
his characters voicing age-old saws, many of them astrology related. 


Previously we told you that Elaine Krengel, an expert on horary astrology, lives 
on the banks of the Mississippi. Not so, she says, her house is on the eastern 
bank of the mighty St Croix River, in Wisconsin. 


Mireille Martini, with Didier Castille collaborates with the Paris-based RAMS 
(Research in Astrology via Methods of Science). Mireille lives in Paris. 


R. Ramakrishnan lives in Hyderbad, India. He is collaborating with Castille 
and Martini on the Heredity Study described in this issue. Several of his articles 
have appeared in American astrological journals. 


In addition to his work as an astrologer, Douglas Smith, a former professor at 
York University in Toronto, practices homeopathy from his home in Haliburton, 
Ontario. 


Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years’ experience, whose 


writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. Prier has worked 
in England, New Zealand and South Africa. He currently lives in Cape Town. 
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